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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Good norning, everyone. M nane is
M cah Caskey. Today is Thursday, October 20th,
and we are going to resume today -- Novenber 20th
-- and we are going to resune with our hearings
today. W have a pending notion from Senat or
Rankin to nove into executive session, receive a
| egal briefing. That notion is seconded by
Representative Jordan. Al in favor, signify by
sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS. Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: (Opposed? Nay. The ayes have it.
We will go into executive session to receive a
| egal briefing. Thank you.

(Of the record)

Executive Session was held from9:11 to 10:17 am

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Good norning, |adies and gentlenen.
We are now back on the record. W are out of
executive session. For the record, while we were
I n executive session receiving a |legal briefing,
no decisions were made, no votes were taken. W
turn nowto the first matter of business this
morni ng, which is elections of -- Excuse ne,
votes -- determnations of qualifications of

candi dat es who appeared yesterday. The first
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candi date that we have up is the Honorable S.
Philip "Phil" Lenski, who is a candidate for
reelection to Seat 6 at the Adm nistrative Law
Court. The question is finding of qualification.
All in favor of qualification, please signify by
rai sing your hand and stating aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVMAN CASKEY: Al opposed? Nay. The ayes have
it. Is unaninobus 12 to O in favor of
qualification of Judge Lenski. The next
candi date is the Honorable Debra A Matthews, who
Is a candidate for re-election to Seat 2 in the
6th Judicial Crcuit Famly Court. The question
Is qualification of Judge Matthews. Al in
favor, signify by raising your hand and sayi ng
aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVMAN CASKEY: Al opposed? Nay. The ayes have
It. That is unaninmous 12 to O in favor of
qualification. The next candidate is the
Honorable Melissa M Frazier, who's a candi date
for re-election to Seat 3 in the 15th Judi ci al
Circuit Famly Court. The question is
qualification of Judge Frazier. Al in favor of

qualification signifying by saying aye and
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rai sing your hand.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al l opposed? Nay. Ayes have it.

It is unaninous again, 12 to O in favor of
qualification of Judge Frazier. The next

candi date is the Honorable J. Canden Wst, who is
a candi date for reappointnent to the Berkel ey
County Master in Equity seat. Question is
qualification of Judge West. All in favor of
qualification, signify by raising your hand and
sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All opposed? Nay. And the ayes
have it in favor of qualification of Judge West,
unani nously, 12 to 0. The next candidate is the
Honor abl e Elizabeth Biggerstaff York, who is a
candi date for Seat 3, 4th Judicial Grcuit Famly
Court Bench. Question is qualification of Judge
York. Al in favor of qualification, signify by
rai sing your hand and sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All opposed? Nay. The ayes have
it. It is unaninous 12 to O in favor of
qualification. Turn nowto the Adm nistrative

Law Court, Seat 4, for which there are severa
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MEMBERS: Nay.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: And that appears to be 11 agai nst

candi dates. The first candidate is Erika Easler.
| would note for the record that | personally
have not participated and have not participated
in either the discussion of her candidacy or in
participating in the election other than purely a
mnisterial role of facilitating the vote of
qualification. So the question is qualification
of Erika Easler. Al in favor of qualification
signify by raising your hand and sayi ng aye.
Seei ng none, the next question is non-
qualification of judge or, excuse nme, of Erika
Easler, all -- Let nme back up. | have said that
wong. The question was initially all in favor
of qualification of Erika Easler. That vote was
-- there were no votes in favor. Votes against
woul d be the question. Apologies for msstating
that. So the question is against qualification
of Erika Easler. Al in favor of that notion, if
| can say that -- is that clear enough what the
question is? And | apol ogize for not doing that,
woul d be nay. We're signifying, raising your

hand and sayi ng nay.

the finding of qualification. And | apol ogize
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VEMBERS: Aye.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al opposed? Nay. That was

MEMBERS: Aye.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al'l opposed? Nay. That is again

MEMBERS: Aye.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All opposed? Nay. Ayes have it.

for msstating that. | don't have a script for
this part, so |'ve gotten it right earlier in the
week, but mssed that today. The next candi date
Is Jason P. Luther. And the question is
qualification of M. Luther. Al in favor of
qualification, signify by raising your hand and

sayi ng aye.

unaninous 12 to 0 in favor of qualification of
M. Luther. The next candidate is Kelly

Rai nsford. Question being qualification of M.
Rai nsford. All in favor, signify by raising your

hand and sayi ng aye.

unani nous 12 to 0 in favor of qualification of
Ms. Rainsford. The next candidate is Mchael S.
Traynham The question being qualification of
M. Traynham Al in favor of qualification

signify bu raising your hand and sayi ng aye.

And that is unaninous 12 to O in favor of

qualification of M. Traynham The next
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candidate is Nicole T. Wetherton. The question
bei ng qualification of Ms. Wetherton. Al in
favor, signify by raising your hand and sayi ng
aye.

MEMBERS: Aye

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al'l opposed? Nay. The ayes have
It. That is unaninous in favor of qualification
of Ms. Wetherton. The next candidate is the
honor abl e Bar bara "Bobbi e" Wfford- Kanwat .
Question being qualification of Judge Wfford-
Kanwat. All in favor, signify by raising your
hand and sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Pl ease | eave your hands up so we
can get the count. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8.
There's eight votes in favor of qualification.
Al l opposed to qualification. Signify, raising
your hand and sayi ng no.

MEMBERS:  No.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: That is four votes agai nst
qualification. She is found qualified by a vote
of 8 to 4. Turning now to the next candi date.
Wiich is a election for -- Excuse nme. A question
of re-election for Seat 5 in the 9th Judici al

Circuit Famly Court, the Honorabl e Spiros
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MEMBERS: Aye.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All opposed? Nay. The vote being

JUDGE HUGHSTON:  Good norni ng.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: N ce to see you, sir.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Good to see you

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: |If you would, please, sir, raise

VWHEREUPON:

Stavros Ferderigos. Al in favor of -- the
question being qualification of Judge Ferderi gos.
Al in favor of qualification, signify raising

your hand and sayi ng aye.

unani nous in favor of qualification 12 to O.
Judge Ferderigos is found to be qualified and
nomnated. Al right. Having dispensed with
that portion of our work this norning, we turn
now to the resunption of our screening hearings.
And before us, we have a candidate for an active
retired status of the Crcuit Court. Judge
Hughst on. Judge Hughston, if you woul d pl ease,

sir, cone to the podium Good norning, Judge.

your right hand.

THOVAS LESLI E HUGHSTON, JR., being duly
sworn and cautioned to speak the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth, testifies as

fol | ows:
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CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Thank you, sir. And you've

I ndi cated that you have sone materials you want

to pass --
JUDGE HUGHSTON: Yeah, it's --
CHAl RMAN CASKEY: -- to staff here.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Pl ease.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Do you have any issue with us
I ncluding those in the record?
JUDGE HUGHSTON: No, | want you to.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. So ordered. Judge,
t here should be some materials in front of you,
whi ch are the Personal Data Questionnaire and the
Sworn Statenent that you submtted to the
Conmi ssion. Are there any changes that need to
be made or updates to those?
JUDGE HUGHSTON: Not that | know of.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Do you have any objection to our
maki ng those a part of the record?
JUDGE HUGHSTON:  No, | do not.
(EXH BIT NO 1 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (5 pages)
PDQ - Thomas L. Hughston)
(EXH BIT NO. 2 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (3 pages)
Sworn Statenment - Thonmas L.
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Hughst on)

(EXH BIT NO 3 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (5 pages)

Statenent - Thomas L. Hughston)
CHAI RVMAN CASKEY: Let ne give staff a noment to do

t hat .

JUDGE HUGHSTON: |I'mgoing to follow this script, so
to speak. I'mgoing to followthis, if you don't
mnd. | just want to --

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Just one second.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: -- let you aware -- yes.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Let nme just -- another nonent,
pl ease. |'mgoing to have -- nake sure staff has
got the record organi zed for the fol ks who are --
the half dozens of fol ks who are wat chi ng who may
want to later review those docunents. Ckay,
we've got them Judge, the Judicial Merit
Sel ection Conm ssion has thoroughly investigated
your qualifications for the bench. Qur inquiry
has focused on the nine evaluative criteria and
has included a thorough study of your application
materials, a ballot box survey, verification of
your conpliance with state ethics |aws, a search
of newspaper articles in which your nanme appears,

a study of previous screenings, and a check for
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econom c conflicts of interest. W have received
no affidavits in opposition to your election and
no W tnesses are present to testify. Judge, |
know you' ve indicated you wanted to speak to sone
-- with sone of your remarks.

JUDGE HUGHSTON:  Well, it's just -- |I'Il let you
govern what procedure, you know, as far as how
you want to go.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Judge, we have -- because we have
those now in the record --

JUDGE HUGHSTON:  Ckay.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: -- you don't need to say all that.
JUDGE HUGHSTON:  Ckay.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: However, if you' d |ike to make a

brief statement, you can. W' ve kept you | ong
enough and certainly appreciate your patience
this norning with scheduling. [If you don't want
to make a brief statenment now, |'Il recognize
Counsel for some questions and --

JUDGE HUGHSTON:  All right.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: -- give you a chance to say
anything you like at the end.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: All right. Well, if you would, |
appreciate it. |If you would consider the read

remarks that |'ve given you this norning, that'l|
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be fine, you know, prior to naking any deci sions.
You know, I've found over the years that | do
better when | think about things and wite them
out and put themin the formof an order, or
whatever. And then, of course, | have to make

deci si ons sonetimes, you know, when |'mon the

bench, you know. | nake those tinely, in a
tinely fashion. But if it's -- if I'msaying
something inmportant, | put it in the order and |

wite it out and get it typed up and send it out,
you know. And so | felt that, you know, this is
an inportant point to ne, thought back over the
process that |'ve been through before, and this
Is inportant, and | wanted you to see what | had
to say about it.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: W sdom | probably should take to
heart for nyself. M. Crater.

EXAM NATI ON

BY M5. CRATER

Q

Hel | o, Judge Hughston. You're being screened for
reappointment as a retired judge on the circuit court
bench. Wy do you want to continue serving as a
retired circuit judge?

All right. You'll find alot of that in this

statenent that | gave you. The shorthand version is |

Garber Reporting
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still enjoy the work. | like the people and | [|ike
the places that | go. | like the good | awers that |

see. | like the interesting facts that | see, and |

like to see and apply the law as | understand it to

be. So I still enjoy the work, you know. | never
devel oped any real hobbies. [|I'mnot a golfer. One
time, | was a nenber of a quail hunting club, but the

quail pretty much went away fromthe All endale area
where | used to go to quail hunt, you know. And so |
gave that up. Never was a golfer, not a fishernan.
Now, the only avocation -- the only hobby | had -- |
don't know if any of you know that -- but | was a high
school and college football official for 25 years, you
know. And so that's the only hobby that | ever

devel oped was | was a college football official in the
Sout hern Conference. You know, as a matter of fact,
|'"'mwearing the watch that | was given when | retired
fromthat, a 25-year watch, you know, fromthe

Sout hern Conference, and | nust say -- |'d like to say
that the watch is not as good -- it's not as accurate
as it used to be. What it does, the second hand
pauses and it noves and then it pauses, and then

three or four seconds later, it junps over and it
catches up, and it goes on. So it's still accurate,

you know, overall accurate, but it's not as good as it
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was when it was brand new, and everything. But it
still works fine, it still tells me the time, and so
forth. Now, the date doesn't work |like that. There's
something wong with that part of it. But like I say,
| think that maybe is kind of the way | am |'m not
as accurate -- |'mnot as fast as | once was, but |
think | still do a good job to keep up with the times.
Thank you. Judge Hughston, how often do you currently
serve in your capacity as an active retired judge?
About once a nonth.

Judge Hughston, what do you think your reputation is
anong attorneys who practice before you?

| hope it's fair. That means | listen to both sides,
what ever they want me to hear, whatever they want to
present, and then | take all that into consideration
before | make a deci sion.

Judge Hughston, the Conm ssion received 363 ball ot box
surveys regarding you with 44 additional comments.

The ball ot box surveys, for exanple, contain the
follow ng positive comments: Always fair and
thoughtful. A faunt of wi sdom and untapped
experience. Judge Hughston is a dedicated public
servant South Carolina is lucky to still have active
and is a pleasure to appear before. The follow ng

written comments expressed sone concerns. O those
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comrents, several indicated that Judge Hughston's

capacity to continue serving as a judge has declined.

\What response woul d you offer to this concern?

Well, | certainly have a nobility issue; that is,

use a cane to get around. And now, |'ve had -- |'ve

quit counting the nunber of artificial parts | have in

me now, you know. But | still manage to get where |
want to go and do what | want to do, in connection

wi th physical activities, you know. And maybe ny --

again, maybe ny mental abilities are not quite as fast

as they once were, and so forth. | nay take a little

bit | onger thinking about things, you know, but I

think | still do afair job in regard to making those

deci si ons.

Thank you, Judge.

M5. CRATER | would note that the Low Country
Ctizens Commttee found Judge Hughston qualified
in the evaluative criteria of constitutional
qual i fications, physical health and nenta
stability. The Commttee found himwell
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethica
fitness, professional and academic ability,
character, reputation, experience and judicial
tenperament. The Conmittee stated, in summary:

G eat experience, considerable service. | would
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note, for the record, that any concerns raised
during the investigation regarding the candi date

were incorporated into the questions of the

candi date today. M. Chairman, | have no further
questi ons.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, ma'am Representative

St avri naki s.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Judge, good norni ng.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Mor ni ng.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: So good to see you.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: You too.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: | just want to thank you
for being wlling to continue to serve. Your
experience and wi sdom are incredibly val uabl e on
t he bench and in the profession. And you said
you don't have any hobbies that you devel oped.
But 1'mgoing to tell you that you did devel op
one, whether you neant to or not, and that was as
a mentor.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Vel |, thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKIS: A nmentor to judges and
| awyers. And | appreciate your service and |
appreci ate your passion for continuing. So |
just wanted to say that to you and thank you for

continuing to serve.
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JUDGE HUGHSTON: Well, | appreciate that very nuch.
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But you nentioned a nentor. One of the itens |
mentioned in that -- what |'ve give you there is
that | recently had the pleasure of adm nistering

the oath of office to a new circuit judge, who

was, at one tinme, one of ny law clerks. | keep
up wth a few of ny law clerks that -- over the
years and all. And Martha Rivers Davidson, who

you elected as a new circuit judge a year or so
ago, when she was being sworn in in A ken, she
asked me to conme up and adm nister the oath to
her. And so that -- that was, as you can tel

me, |'mtouched by just thinking about that, you
know. She was one of ny |aw clerks and, like |
say, you know, |I'mglad that she's now an active
circuit judge and | hope that sonme of the things
that | did, and so forth, you know, nentored her
t he way Judge Francis N chol son, who was ny

ment or, you know, and whose place | took, you

know. So | am appreciative of that.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Any ot her nmenbers of the Conm ssion?

Ms. Craig.

M5. CRAIG (Good norning, Judge Hughston.
JUDGE HUGHSTON: Good nor ni ng.
M5. CRAIG It's been ny great privilege to work with
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you ny entire legal career. W've had trials
toget her and nore hearings than | can really

remenber. But ny experience with you has been

consi stent wth these ballot box surveys, and |'d

just like to read a few nore that all say what an

excel l ent judge you are. You could not find a
better candidate. He is the gold standard for
circuit court judges. This has been ny
experience wth you. And | join Leon in saying
t hank you for your willingness to continue to

serve. You' ve done an exenplary job.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Well, thank you very nuch for that.

appreciate that, you know. And | can't help
t hi nki ng about al so, as | think about ny
experiences, sone of the cases -- you'll read
about that in what |'ve witten about. But
anyway, the longest civil jury trial | had

I nvol ved your father, you know, and it was a
t hree-week-1ong civil conspiracy, business,

di spute in Charleston, you know, and he was one

of -- representing one of the three defendants.
And | have to -- if you don't mnd, | want to
tell you alittle -- what | think is hunorous

part of -- that happened during that trial, you

know. But anyway, like | say, three-week civil

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N DN N NN R P P R PR R R R R R
O » W N P O © 0 N O O » W N P O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 22

jury trial and three different good groups of

| awyers on the defense side and two good | awyers
on the plaintiff's side, you know. And anyway,
so during the trial, of course, your father nade
obj ections, and so forth. And he would --

usual Iy, he would precede, at sonme point during
his argunent to ne as far as notions or whatever
obj ecti ons were concerned, he'd say, Your Honor,
this is the nost inportant point, in this case.
You know, This is it. You ve got to -- what's
your decision, you know. And I don't think I
agreed with -- | don't think | ruled in his favor
in regard to any of the points that he raised
during the trial. | don't renmenber. But | just
remenber he was saying that, and everything. And
the long and the short of the end of the case was
the jury was out 15 mnutes. After a three-week
civil jury trial, the jury was out 15 m nutes and
canme back in favor -- a verdict in favor of the
def ense, you know, a unaninous verdict in favor
of the defense as far as this big case was
concerned. And later on, | think naybe in a

noti ce of appeal or sonething -- but it didn't
get appeal ed. But anyway, in conversation with

your father, | told him You know, Bobby, you
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know, that really was an inportant point in this
case. |If 1I'd have ruled in your favor, it'd
probably only reversed, you know, it would be up
on reversal or on appeal, you know, so it really
was an inportant part, you know. And that was ny
take and a little nonment that we had.

M5. CRAIG That's a great story. Thank you for

sharing it.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Senat or Ranki n.
SENATOR RANKIN:  Real quick. And | -- nothing

required of you to answer this other than I'm --
| spoke to you and your wife when | cane in this
nmorning. | just want to tell you congratul ations
on having a tiger in your tank --

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Thank you.

SENATOR RANKIN:  -- who is from Anderson --
JUDGE HUGHSTON: That's right.
SENATOR RANKIN:  -- where ny nother is from So bless

you for continuing in this work.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Thank you. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: So | see no other questions -- |I'm
sorry, Senator Canpsen.

SENATOR CAMPSEN: This is not a | egal question. This
IS a sports question.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Ckay.
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SENATOR CAMPSEN: So | was interested in -- you were a

Sout hern Conference --

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Ri ght .
SENATOR CAMPSEN: -- football ref.
JUDGE HUGHSTON: Correct.

SENATOR CAMPSEN:. \What years were you a ref?
JUDGE HUGHSTON: Yeah, | quit in -- so ny |last year

was 2000 when we noved to Charl eston and all.

And by the way, | didn't |eave G eenwood for any
i1l reasons, or whatever. | went to the Ctadel,
as you know, and all, and which I always |oved

Charleston. Mary Ann had relatives in
Charleston. | had friends, classmates in
Charleston. And | probably worked in Charl eston
County as a circuit judge nore than any other

county in South Carolina before noving there, you

know. | know the first seven weeks | served as a
judge, | did that in Charleston, and all, and |
had the first -- the three -- the first three

crimnal trials that | had were in Charl eston,
and | started with the big three. | had a nurder
trial. | had a -- what we call rape, or

what ever, crim nal sexual conduct trial and a
burglary trial. Those were the first three

crimnal trials that | had in Charleston. Steve
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Smutts -- sone of you may know Steve -- he was
involved in all those cases along with state --
representing the state, you know. But anyway,
what was your question? Excuse ne.

SENATOR CAMPSEN:. A question around being a referee.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Oh, a referee. Wat do you want to
know?

SENATOR CAMPSEN:. What years? | played football at The
C tadel --

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Ckay, back up 25 years, you know,
and five years -- 30 years before that. So |

started in 1970. Were | got -- where that cane
about, I'Il tell you this, you know, | played

hi gh school football for G eenwdod H gh School
back in those days. And we had a | egendary
coach, J. W "Pinky" Babb, who, prior to the

| egendary Coach McKissick in Summerville, he had

the record for the nost -- coaching the nost w ns
in a high school football in the United States
and all. In nmy junior year, we were undefeated

and the state chanpions at the highest |evel and
all. But anyway, so | had that football
background and all. And when | got back to

G eenwood, one of the boys that | played wth,

he'd already started officiating and all. And so

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
Page 26

| -- he was ny drycleaning man. And so | found
out through himabout that and he invited ne to
go along with himto see what they did --

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Judge - -

JUDGE HUGHSTON: -- on Fridays.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: -- | apologize. | believe the real
question is do you recall ever penalizing Senator

Canpsen and throw ng flags on hin?

JUDGE HUGHSTON: No, | don't. No, |I do not.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right.
JUDGE HUGHSTON: But anyway, that's how | got

started. That's how | got started. You started
officiating high school and then you, through
what ever contacts you' ve nade, and so forth, you
nove on to the college level and all, and I was
| ucky to be able to do that.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Okay. All right.

SENATOR CAMPSEN: And so ny father probably practiced
| aw -- Ceorge Canpsen --

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Yeah, | know about him

SENATOR CAMPSEN:. -- before you, |I'msure, so thank
you.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Thank you. [If | wander too nuch. |
apol ogi ze.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: That's all right.
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SENATOR CAMPSEN. We're quite used to it.
CHAI RMAN CASKEY: No offense to ny seatmate here.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: And thank you for yours. Let ne put

Judge, thank you very nmuch for your service to
the state. This will conclude this portion of
the screening process. | appreciate your nmany
years of service to the state of South Carolina,

and your offering for continued service.

this in, one other renenbrance. The first tine |
appeared before a panel like this was before this
bui l ding was built when | was a nenber of the
house and | was -- served nine years in the
house and, like | say, was selected to -- elected
to take Francis N cholson's place. And if |
recall correctly, we net in the state capitol,
you know, in a little roomupstairs, and all,
sonewhere on the upper level on the senate side.

| remenber that. And the only person | renenber
being on the Commttee was Ed Sal eeby, Senator

Sal eeby fromHartsville, and all. And at sone
poi nt during proceedi ng, he asked ne, said, Wll,
why do you want to be a judge and all, and |

don't remenber exactly, you know, what | replied,
but it was sonething along the lines of, Wll,

you know, I'mtired of having to work nights and

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 28

on weekends and Sundays,
ready to try cases and do what |

witing briefs and witing orders,

and so forth, getting
had to do,

and so forth

and so on. I'mtired of having to put in all

t hose hours, you know. And | don't think I'm
going to have to do that as a circuit judge. And
he said, Well, | hope you don't think you're
going to get a vacation. And it's turned out not
to be a vacation, | can tell you that.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: | ndeed, indeed. Well, thank you,
sir. | appreciate you. Wsh you all the best
with the rest of your day and hope you travel
honme safely.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: Thank you very much. Appreciate --

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you.

JUDGE HUGHSTON: -- appreciate the opportunity.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, Judge. Al right. W

wi
candi date, which w ||
setup. So we'll
while we do that.
(OFF THE RECORD)
Al l

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ve will

Ms. Dean,

ri ght. go back on
record with our next screening.

you hear ne?

proceed now with the screening of our next
require a bit of technica

just stand at ease for a nonent

can

t he
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M5. DEAN. | can hear you.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Wonderful. W can hear you as
well. | would note, for the record, that we are
ina-- we are conducting this screening via
Teanms because of the acute exceptiona
circumstance. Appreciate you being available
under these circunstances. M. Dean, if you
woul d, please, raise your right hand and -- if
you Wi Il just raise your right hand.

VHEREUPON:

ELNORA JONES DEAN, being duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Do you object to our making your
redact ed Personal Data Questionnaire and Sworn
Statenent that you submtted with your
application as a part of the record of your sworn
testinony?

MS. DEAN. | do not object.

(EXH BIT NO. 4 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (15 pages)
PDQ - El nora Jones Dean)

(EXHIBIT NO. 5 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (5 pages)

Sworn Statement - El nora Jones
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BY M. BENSON:
Q

Dean)

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: | am pausing just a moment so that
staff can do that. Ms. Dean, the Judicia
Sel ection Comm ssion has thoroughly investigated
your qualifications for the bench. Qur inquiry
has focused on the nine evaluative criteria and
has included a ballot box survey, a thorough
study of your application materials, verification
of your conpliance with state ethics laws, a
search of newspaper articles in which your nane
appears, a study of any previous screenings, and
a check for economc conflicts of interest. W
have received no affidavits filed in opposition
to your election and no witnesses are present to
testify. 1'magoing to recognize now staff
counsel to ask you sone questions. And in the
conclusion of it all, I'll give you an
opportunity, after the questions have been asked,
to offer any brief statement you'd |ike to nmake
at that time. Do you understand all of that?

M5. DEAN:.  Yes.

MS. BENSON: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

EXAM NATI ON

Ms. Dean, would you please state for the record the
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city and the circuit in which you reside?

The city is Colunbia. The circuit is the 11th

Grcuit.

M5. BENSON: M. Chairman, | note, for the record,
that based on the testinony contained in the
candi date's PDQ which has been included in the
record with the candidate's consent, M. Dean
meets the statutory requirenents for this
position regarding age, residence and years of
practi ce.

Ms. Dean, why do you want to serve as a famly court

j udge, and why do you feel that your |egal and

prof essi onal experience qualify and will assist you to

be an effective judge?

Since |I've been an attorney, ny passion in the | ega

profession has been in famly court. ['ve primarily

practiced in famly court for the nore than 28 years
that |1've been licensed. During that tine in famly
court, | believe |'ve practiced in every area,

divorce, custody, child support, juveniles, child

neglect. There are other ones, but | believe I've had
experience in each one. | enjoy -- |'ve enjoyed

hel ping people. | believe that now, with this amunt

of experience and tine in the profession and with

famly court, that | can use that know edge and
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experience in a different way by being on the bench.

| think | would be able to utilize what |'ve |earned
and what |'ve -- what |'ve practiced to be able to
make judgments on the same type cases that |'ve been
litigating.

Ms. Dean, are there any areas of the law for which you
woul d need additional preparation in order to serve as
famly court judge, and how would you handl e getting
that additional preparation?

| don't believe, currently, there's any additional
preparation | would need because of ny experience.

But we participate in continuing |egal education every
year, so | know there's newthings to learn as |
continue on in the practice, and that's what | woul d
do, just take every opportunity to read new cases that
come out and rulings that cone out, participate in

| egal -- continuing | egal education and those type

t hi ngs.

Thank you. Ms. Dean, you have already described, to
sone extent, your experience, but could you also

el aborate a little bit nore about handling conflicts,
contested famly court matters, and specifically,

di scuss your experience with the financial aspect of
famly court work?

Vell, I'lIl start with divorce. Wth divorce, |'ve
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represented many litigants in divorce. Otentines,
retirenent, 401Ks are issues, property -- real
property, personal property, those itens have to be
valued. Otentines, they're contested. |'ve been to
trial on those issues where we've had to call in
apprai sers and financial specialists to testify as to
the value of different property. As far as custody,
|'ve represented litigants in custody cases where

t hey' ve been highly contested for different reasons,
cust ody cases between parents, custody cases between
parents and grandparents, custody cases between
married individuals and unmarried individuals. As far
as juvenile cases, I've also had trials with
juveniles. \Wile representing the juveniles, |I've had
occasions, when | was a solicitor for the 11th Grcuit
several years ago where | prosecuted juveniles. |
have represented juveniles in waiver hearings. |'ve
represented people on child support. Those cases are
usual Iy not that conplex, but sonetines, they becone
conpl ex when the litigant does not have a job where
they're getting paid a salary or they work for

t hensel ves. And oftentines, you have to find their
Incone and that -- oftentinmes, those cases go to
contested hearings as well. And | think that covers

it. | nmean, anything in a divorce, |'ve been able to
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represent a litigant in, | think, on all types of

I ssues. As far as financial issues, as | discussed,
you have mlitary pensions, other pensions at private
conpani es, state retirenment, other types of 401Ks.
|'ve had experience with all those types of val ues.
Thank you. Ms. Dean, the Conmm ssion received 183
bal | ot box surveys regarding you and 31 had additi onal
comments. The ballot box survey contained the follows
positive comments. M. Dean would bring a strong
measure of common sense and bal ance to the famly
court bench. She is approachable, respectful and has
the ability to communicate clearly with a wi de range
of individuals who appear before famly court. Her
diverse | egal background, including experience in
divorce, juvenile justice, child welfare and
representing victins of domestic abuse provides her
with a broad perspective necessary to address the
conpl ex issues famlies face. Another says, Serving
as a famly court judge requires enpathy, perseverance
and a steadfast commtnent to fairness. Ms. Dean
exenplifies these qualities and al so has a
determnation to do what is right for South Carolina's
famlies and children. And another, her quiet
strength, bal anced tenperanent and strong sense of

integrity will serve the judicial systemwell. M.
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Dean, three of the 31 witten comments expressed
concerns regardi ng preparation, conmunication and
knowl edge. These concerns did not indicate a pattern.
Ms. Dean, woul d you want to make any response about

t hese three concerns?

Only thing | would say is that w thout specifics,

woul dn't really know how to respond. | believe |'m
prepared whenever | go to court. | work hard to be
prepared when | go to court, because one, | want to

| ook good in front of my client, as well as | ook good
in front of the judges, because you don't want a
reputation for being someone who's not prepared. So |
try my best to be prepared whenever | cone to court.
As far as communi cation, | comunicate with everybody.
It doesn't matter whether it is a pro se litigant or
an attorney. An attorney's always going to be younger
than me. | try to treat everybody the sane. So |'m
not sure what someone woul d nean when they say don't
communi cate, because | believe |I do comunicate pretty
wel | with people. And what was the third one?

It says know edge, know edge, experience and ethics.
|'ve been practicing, now 28 1/2 years and the
majority of that has been in famly court. | satified
my CLE requirement. Mst of the CLEs that | attend

are famly court related. So | believe | do have the
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experience and the know edge to be a famly court
judge. As far as ethics, | work hard to treat
everybody the way | would want to be treated, and | do
it honestly. | don't -- like | said, without a
specific incident, | don't know why that comment
woul d' ve been nade.

Thank you. Ms. Dean, your PDQ listed that you've been
involved in three lawsuits. The first one was in
2022.  You were sued by a client's child in a probate
matter, and that case ultimately was dismssed. Is
there any information you'd |like to add about that
case?

| would just briefly say the person who sued me was
the son of ny client, and nmy client was an heir to her
sister's estate. And the case was dismssed in
circuit court.

Thank you. Ms. Dean, the second |awsuit was from 2020
in which you were the plaintiff in a partition action
agai nst your ex-husband, and that case was settled out
of court. |Is there anything that you would like to
add about that particular case?

| would just say we were joint owners to a piece of

property and the partition action was filed because |

wasn't -- that was the only way | was able to get ny
name off of the financing onit. It was financed in
Garber Reporting
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both names and it wasn't refinanced or sold at the
agreed upon time period and so | had to file that
action to push that matter along so that it woul dn't
affect ny credit score or any business that | wanted
to engage in.

And the third lawsuit was also from2022. You were
the plaintiff in a breach of action against a
contractor who was supposed to build a deck on your
home, and you were awarded $1800 agai nst the
defendant. |s there anything el se you woul d add about
that particular |awsuit?

That was a lawsuit | filed after nany attenpts to get
the contractor to come back to repair the deck. It
was a deck that he built on the back of ny house. And
shortly after he built it, maybe within days, it
started falling apart. | could not get himto cone
back. So after about six or eight nonths or so,
that's when | filed the lawsuit to kind of encourage
himto either cone back and fix the deck or to pay me
money back that | had paid him And he didn't do
either, so the judgnent was prepared agai nst him

Ms. Dean, the SLED report listed one additiona

| awsuit from2019. You were named as one of very nmany
defendants in this particular case, which was

ultimately dismssed. Wenever you did sone further
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research about the -- at first, whenever | nentioned
this case to you, you did not recognize the
plaintiff's nane. But then in doing some further
research, you found that you had represented the
plaintiff's wife in their divorce, and at the time you
were representing the wife, the plaintiff was using a
different name. |Is there any other information that
you woul d add about this |awsuit?

No, there's no other information. | was never served
with that [awsuit.

Thank you. M. Dean how woul d you handle a potentia
conflict of interest involving conflicts of interest

I nvol ving you or a nenber of your famly?

If I were a judge, | wouldn't hear cases that were

i nvol ving a nenber of ny famly.

Ms. Dean, you list in your PDQthat you're a member of
the board of directors of the Brookland Federal Credit
Uni on, which is based with the Brookland Bapti st
Church. If you were elected as a famly court judge,
what woul d you do concerning this position?

| would resign the position. | wouldn't want to give
the inpression that | was inpartial to any menber of
Brookl and or anybody who was a nmenber of the credit
union, so | would resign that position.

Do you foresee any potential conflicts comng up
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because you've held this position? And if you do, how
woul d you handl e such conflicts?
The only potential conflict | would see comng up is
i f anot her nenber of the board came before ne. And if
that were -- of the current board cane before ne or
the board while | was a menber of the board of
directors, and then | would recuse nyself from hearing
that person's case.
Thank you.
M5. BENSON: | would note that the Mdlands Citizen
Commttee found Ms. Dean qualified in the
eval uative criteria of constitutiona
qual i fications, physical health and nenta
stability, and well qualified in the evaluative
criteria of ethical fitness, professional and
academc ability, character, reputation,
experience and judicial tenperament. The
Comm ttee commented, she had done it all in the
famly court arena. |Inpressed with her
experience and know edge of famly court matters,
and she is a very strong candi date.
Ms. Dean, just a few housekeeping issues. The JMSC
Procedural Rule 17 includes a prohibition of any
candi date fromattendi ng or watching any portion of

the |ivestreamrecordings of the public hearings of
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this cycle until all the hearings are concluded. Have
you watched or |istened to any of these hearings

bef ore your appearance today?

No, ma' am

Has any ot her person relayed any information about any
of the proceedings before this Conm ssion to you?

No, ma' am

Ms. Dean, are you aware that as a judicial candidate
you are bound by the Code of Judicial Conduct as found
in Rule 501 of the South Carolina Appellate Court

Rul es?

Yes.

And since submtting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nenbers of the comm ssion about your
candi dacy?

No.

Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70 of South
Carolina Code including the limtations on contacting
menbers of the General Assembly regarding your

screeni ng?

Yes.

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received a pledge of any l|egislator, either
prior to this date or pending the outcone of your

screeni ng?
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No, | haven't.

Have you asked any third parties to contact nembers of

the General Assembly on your behalf or are you aware

of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on

your behal f?

No, | haven't, and |I'm not aware of anybody

I ntervening on nmy behal f.

Have you reviewed and do you understand the Conm ssion

gui del ines on pledging in South Carolina Code Section

2-19-70(e)?

Yes.

MS. BENSON: M. Chairman, | would just note, for the
record, that any concerns raised during the
I nvestigation regarding this candi date were
I ncorporated into the questioning today. M.
Chai rman, | have no further questions.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, ma'am Ms. Dean, could
you tell ne whether or not there are any other
equity partners in your |aw practice?

M5. DEAN. There are not.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: (kay, thank you. Senator Walker.

SENATOR WALKER:  Thank you, M. Chair, and good
morning to you, Ms. Dean.

M5. DEAN.  Good nor ni ng.

SENATOR WALKER:  It's good to see you. Firstly, et
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me just, you know, commend you on what | would
call a very stellar |egal career. You have spent
at least 25 years in the famly court system [|'m
assum ng, and that cones after you two to three
years you were working as a solicitor. And to --
it takes a special person, you know, to practice,
you know, in famly court and | think you woul d
agree that famly court is probably our nost

t enpestuous or turbulent, you know, venue for

adj udi cati ng cases, you know, in our system of
jurisprudence. And you' ve done it for nore than
two decades. And | think you have nmade a very
strong case for yourself, as far as, you know,
becom ng or ascending to the bench. You know,
you' re not soneone who deci ded she wanted to be a
famly court judge and you don't have any
experience practicing in that court. As you've
stated earlier, | nmean, you have pretty nuch
touched on al nost every issue i mgi nabl e before
the famly court. And so again, | just want to
commend you for your experience. | would also
say, you know, to the naysayers or critics about
your | evel of preparation, you have been on the
opposite side of cases fromne. And | renenber

during ny time as a city prosecutor and you woul d
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come into city court representing clients, and
|'ve al ways found you to be prepared, even

keel ed, and you had a good feel for cases and you
were realistic, and you didn't ask for things
that were unreasonable. At the sane tine, you
advocat ed zeal ously on behalf of your clients.
And al so, during ny tines as a city judge, |
recall you comng into ny courtroom and you were
just the sane. And this is for the group's

edi fication, but for anyone that -- if you had
concerns about Ms. Dean's, | guess, personal or
pr of essi onal scruples or ethics, what | can tell
you or share with you is a recent experience that
| had with her. | was attending, | believe it
was, the Richland County Bar's judici al
reception. And | walked up to a group and M.
Dean was in that group. And she wal ked away. |
didn't know why she wal ked away. |In fact, |
asked sonme of our nutual friends, |Is everything
okay with Elnora? Did | do sonething to her?
Vell, it was because she was aware that | was on
JMSC and she was nore famliar with the rule

about i nappropriate contact with nmenbers of the

Comm ssion than I was. And so, initially, like |
said, before | found that out, | thought I'd done
Garber Reporting
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sonet hi ng wong, maybe | had offended her. But
she was actually going out of her way to ensure
that she was conplying with the rules of this
conm ssion. So in the event if there is anyone
out there that has questions about, you know,
your ethics or your personal, professional
rectitude, | hope that's an exanple or that's
sonmet hing that, you know, that we can |look to as
proof that you are sonmeone who subscribes to, you
know, and i nposing upon yourself very high
et hi cal standards. Thank you, M. Chair.

M5. DEAN.  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, sir. M. Dean, let ne
ask you one -- excuse ne -- one clarification
question. | noticed in your Letters of

Recommendati on, which are all positive, the one
letter fromM. Jane Waters was dated August 21,
2024. Could you confirmthat that's probably --
| know you didn't wite the letter, but that's
probably a typo, because it shoul d' ve been 2025;
Is that right?

M5. DEAN. Yes, that's probably a typo on her part,
because she would've witten it this year. And
|'msorry | didn't catch that, but that woul d be
a typo.
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ckay, and | appreciate that.
That's consistent wth the date of the other
letters. | just wanted to nmake sure that, in al
l'i kel i hood, you had asked for the letters, or
however the letters were procured, that was al
done in this screening cycle.
M5. DEAN. That's right.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Do ot her nenbers have questions

for Ms. Dean? All right. Seeing none then, M.
Dean, | don't have any other questions for you.

| appreciate your patience in our delaying
getting to you this norning. But this wll
conclude this portion of the screening process. |
do need to take this opportunity, though, to

rem nd you that pursuant to the Conm ssion's

eval uative criteria, the Conmm ssion expects

candi dates to follow the letter, as well as the
spirit of our state's ethics laws, and we w ||
view violations or the appearance of inpropriety
as serious and potentially deserving of very
heavy wei ght in our screening deliberations. And
on that note, as you know, the record will remain
open until the formal release of the report of
qualifications and were there such a need, you

could be called back to have a di scussi on about
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what ever that issue mght be, again, if that were
to arise. Do you understand all of that?

M5. DEAN:. Yes, sir. And Representative Caskey, if |
could, I'"d just like to take this opportunity to
t hank the Commi ssion for allowing ne to appear
virtually. Thank you for accommodating ne. |
Intended to be there in person. Unfortunately, |
had to have surgery |ast week and |'mnot nobile
right now, so | definitely appreciate this
Conmi ssi on accommodat i ng that.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Well, | appreciate you keeping ne
honest, because | had told you at the outset that
| was going to give you an opportunity to say
that, or whatever you chose to say. And | cane
off that, so | appreciate you taking that
opportunity. If you'd Ilike to say anything el se,
we'l | be happy to hear fromyou. Oherw se, we
wll wsh you well and a speedy recovery.

M5. DEAN. Thank you. | don't have anything el se.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Right. Have a great day. Thank
you very nuch.

M5. DEAN. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. W wll nove now
directly to our next candi date screening. W

wll stand at ease until the candidate is in the

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N oo o B~ W N

N T N N S T N N o e =
g A W N P O © O N oo o A W N P, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 47

roomwth us.
(OFF THE RECORD)

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right, ladies and gentlenen,
we W ll go back on the record and proceed with
the screening of the next candidate who is with
us in the room M. West, if you'll come to the
podium Before us, we have Rebecca West, who is
a candidate for Seat 4 in the 11th Judici al
Grcuit on the famly court bench. M. West, if
you W || please raise your right hand.

VHEREUPON:

REBECCA RUTH BROAN VEST, being duly sworn
and cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, ma'am [|f you woul d,
pl ease, state your full name for the record.

MS. WEST: Rebecca Ruth Brown Wést.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ms. West, there should be sone
documents in front of you. |If you'd take a
moment to review those.

M5. WEST: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Are those the Personal Data
Questionnaire and the Sworn Statement that you' ve
submtted with your application naterials?

MS. WEST: They are.
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Are there any changes or updates
that need to be nmade?
M5. WEST: None that -- other than what | have al ready
submtted to the Conm ssion.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. Do you have any
objection to our including those into the record?
MS. WEST: Not at all.
(EXH BIT NO. 6 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (21 pages)
PDQ - Rebecca West)
(EXH BIT NO 7 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (9 pages)
Sworn Statenent - Rebecca West)
(EXH BIT NO. 8 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (2 pages)
Amendnent - Rebecca West)
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. Let me give the staff
just a nmonent to do that. The Judicial Merit
Sel ection Comm ssion has thoroughly investigated
your qualifications for the bench. Qur inquiry
has focused on the nine evaluative criteria and
has included a ballot box survey, a thorough
study of your application materials, verification
of your conpliance with state ethics |aws, a

search for newspaper articles in which your nane
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appears, a study of any previous screenings, and
a check for economc conflicts of interest. W
have received no affidavits in opposition to your
el ection and no witnesses are present to testify.
|'"d be happy to recogni ze you for any brief
statenent. COherwise, | would turn to staff
counsel to begin with some questions.
M5. WEST: No need for a brief statement. Thank you.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right.
EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. HALL:
Q Good morning, Ms. West, it's good to see you again
A Good nor ni ng.
Q Pl ease state for the record the city and the circuit
I n which you reside.
A | reside in the 11th Judicial Crcuit and I live in
Lexi ngton County, Lexington, South Carolina.
M5. HALL: M. Chairman, | note, for the record, that
based on the testinony contained in the
candi date's PDQ, which has been included in the
record with the candidate's consent, Rebecca West
meets the statutory requirenents for this
position regarding age, residence and years of
practi ce.

Q Ms. West, why do you want to serve as a famly court
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judge, and why do you feel that your |egal and

prof essi onal experience qualify and will assist you to
be an effective judge?

Thank you. As |'ve stated in ny subm ssion so far,
believe that public service is absolutely required of
t hose people who have the skill set and the
tenperament to serve. And | believe that my skill set
and ny experience, ny know edge of the |aw, especially
in famly court, and ny tenperament are particularly
wel | suited for the judgeship that |'m seeking.

Ms. West, are there any additional areas of the |aw
for which you woul d need additional preparation in
order to serve as famly court judge, and how woul d
you handl e getting that additional preparation?

Thank you. | have no experience in juvenile justice.
In preparation for an application for this position, |
have, of course, reviewed the statute. | have also
been mndful, as | always am of reading the advance
sheets and the published opinions, and so forth, in
that area. M know edge of rules and trial practice
woul d certainly come in handy in that process. But if
honored to serve and chosen to serve, | woul d observe
more court proceedings in that area as well to make
sure that I'mfamliar with the process and certainly

the | aw.
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Thank you. Please briefly describe your experience in
handl i ng conpl ex contested famly court matters and
specifically discuss your experience wth the
financial aspects of famly court work.

This is an area that |"mparticularly interested in
and have grown interested in as my practice has grown
and gotten older. | have a great deal of experience
dealing with consulting experts and testifying experts
in all areas of famly court financial issues, such as
retirenment, division of retirement assets, the way
peopl e earn their noney and how they generate income
and streams of income. I'malso very famliar with
busi ness val uati on and have worked with experts both
intrial and consulting in order to present that --
those facts and understand and educate nyself for
presentation purposes in trial. |It's just generally
an area of interest, but | think it also suits ny
tendency towards detail and preparation, which | pride
myself in, and | enjoy getting down in the weeds, so
to speak. And as | stated in ny application, the
ability to synthesize conplex information and
vol um nous information in order to present a story, |
think is critical in any trial practice. A so, froma
-- fromthe standpoint of a judge, it is absolutely

| mperative to understand the termnology and to
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understand the law in those areas, and | certainly do.
But | think that's something that you can't learn or
fully understand on the fly. You've got to know that
going in. And | would be ready on day one for those

| Ssues.

Thank you. The Comm ssion received 291 ball ot box
surveys regarding you with 42 additional coments.

The bal l ot box survey, for exanple, contain the
follow ng positive comments: Rebecca is an outstanding
candidate for the famly court bench. Highly
intelligent, excellent experience, great tenperanent.
She will have no learning curve and will be an

I nval uabl e asset to the famly court. And M. West
woul d be a wel coned asset to the famly court bench.
She has a lengthy successful career in famly court

wi th above average skill in trial work and appellate
work. Two of the witten coments expressed sone
concern. Both coments expressed concern about your
ability to remain inpartial. What response would you
offer to this concern?

Well, first of all, any feedback |ike that is valuable
and | certainly wel cone the opportunity to inprove.
It's critical that we do that all the time in our
practice and certainly on the bench, if given that

opportunity. |'mvery aware and have you revi ewed,
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not just in anticipation of today, but upon receiving
t hose comments, Canon 3 of the Codes of Judicia
Conduct and I"'mconmtted to remaining inpartial. |
amalso alert to how sonetimes things that we do or
say in our regular everyday |life can give an
appearance of inpartiality, and it's so inportant that
that never be put out there or allow people to even
perceive that. And so to that end, | would, again,
continue to be mndful and be very alert to how ny
actions appear to folks in public and how | conduct
mysel f and ny busi ness.

Thank you, Ms. West. | would note that the Mdlands
Ctizens Commttee found Rebecca West to be qualified
in the evaluative criteria of constitutional

qual i fications, physical health and nmental stability.
The Committee found her well qualified in the

eval uative criteria of ethical fitness, professiona
and academ c ability, character, reputation,
experience and judicial tenperament. The Committee
stated, in sumary, She is very inpressive and wll be
a great addition to the judicial system

Know edgeable in all matters except for the DJJ area.
She is a real advocate for her clients and the famly
court. The Conmttee finds her to be an excellent

candidate for the new famly court seat. Just a few
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housekeepi ng i ssues now. JMSC Procedural Rule 17

I ndicates a prohibition of any candidate from
attending or watching any portion of the |ivestream or
recordings of the public hearings of this cycle until
all the hearings are concluded. Have you watched or

| istened to any of these hearings before your
appearance today?

No, | have not.

Has any ot her person relayed any information about any
of the proceedings before this Comm ssion to you?

No.

Ms. West, are you aware that as a judicial candidate,
you are bound by the Code of Judicial Conduct as found
in Rule 501 of the South Carolina Appellate Court

Rul es?

| am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you

contacted any menbers of the Comm ssion about your

candi dacy?
| sent a letter -- | believe it was on Tuesday this
week. | nade a m stake, honestly. But in sending out

my announcenent card, | mstakenly left the |abels of
the General Assenbly menbers on those envel opes and
they went out. Those were the only individuals that I

contacted. And again, | apologize for ny error, and
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It was certainly inadvertent. | also took steps to
remedy that so that it would not happen again.

And you al so did update your PDQ to include that

i nformation?

Ch, absolutely. Yes, inmediately.

Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70 including the
limtations on contacting menbers of the Genera
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?

| am

Since submtting your Letter of Intent, have you
sought or received a pledge of any legislator, either
prior to this date or pending the outcone of your
screeni ng?

No, ma'am

Have you asked any third parties to contact nembers of
the General Assembly on your behalf or are you aware
of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on
your behal f?

No.

Have you reviewed and do you understand the

Comm ssion's guidelines on pledging in SC Code Section
2-19-70(e)?

| do.

MS. HALL: | would just note, for the record, that any

concerns raised during the investigation
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regardi ng the candidate were incorporated into
t he questioning of the candidate today. M.
Chai rman, | have no further questions.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Menmbers of the Comm ssion have

questions for Ms. West? M. Stegmaier?

MR STEGVAIER: Ms. West, good afternoon.

M5. WEST: Yes.

MR. STEGWAI ER O good nmorning. I'Il get it right.
| hope you are well.

M5. WEST: Yes.

MR. STEGVAI ER: | renenber back in the day, this was

about 15 years go, but we had a case together.
VEST: W did.
STEGWAI ER: And | wanted to just express ny -- |

2

was i npressed by the way you handled that matter.
And | renenber it was very old school. It was a
prem ses case or sone such thing and we were --
we had parties that were wangling. | think we
ended up resolving the case after a lunch that
you invited nme to where we just tal ked about the
case and got down to it and worked it out.

MS. WEST: Right.

MR STEGVAI ER: And so that's -- that's always
sonmething that's resonated with nme about the way

you handl ed that matter. | know, thereafter,
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that you engaged in a fair amount of mediation

practice.
MS. VWEST: | have.
MR. STEGVAI ER: So I'"'minterested to know how t hat

medi ati on practice has shaped your thoughts and
bel i efs and your approaches as to how woul d you
apply that to resolving the disputes in the
famly court.

M5. WEST: Thank you. | renenber that too. So
medi ation -- | thought about this a lot in
preparation for today. Mediation has certainly
made nme a better listener. It has made ne a | ot
| ess quick to assune that my first inpression
about the person or the issues is accurate. And
| tell people this all the time -- and apol ogi ze
for being informal -- it taught me how to be
qui et and to absorb information and certainly not
be quick to assune. It's also nade ne better
skilled at being firmwthout being abrasive to
make sure that |'ve got the confidence of the
parties that |'mnediating for and that | can
garner their trust if for no other reason than
they can feel confortable expressing to ne what
they truly feel and feel |ike they' ve been heard,

which | think is so often one of the mgjor
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conplaints about the judiciary. And it is so

I nportant to be able to say your peace and to

tell your --

in famly court. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY:

Senat or Ranki n.

SENATOR RANKI N:

because t hat

of folks that don't have a good sense of famly
court, aside fromthe results, perhaps, that

drive people to their worst enotions, but you'd

expect that

effectively,

were not heard. Though the record reflected it

and despite
i nteraction

years | ater

heard. There's only so nuch you can do.

MS. WEST: Sure.
CHAI RVAN RANKI N:

screening famly court judges, particularly, the

litigants and the lawers, and it be so anped up.

Yesterday's

the incredible adversarial role or nature of this

tenporary hearing. And ny question and charge

tell your story, and especially so

Q her nenbers have questions?

And | appreciate that |ast exchange

‘s been the thenme of -- invariably,

per haps -- yesterday, for exanple,

if | could say, a person felt they

t he mechani sm of that particul ar
with the court, they wal ked away

still believing that they weren't

But | have -- this season of

judge in Charleston tal ked about just
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M5. WEST: Well, | found, in ny nediation practice,

effectively, you know, suggestion to Judge
Frazier how to help |lower the tenperature so that
you really are not communi cating so nuch to the

| awyers, though you have to, but tal king sense
into the roomthat, hopefully, the litigants get
the fact that peace is their friend, and it's
going to conme sooner or later. So how can you

communi cate that to parties?

don't cut people off. Wthin the bounds of
reasonabl eness, obviously, you've got to nove
things forward. You can't just |let sonebody talk
and talk and talk. It's so inportant just to
sinply listen, nmake eye contact, as a question if
necessary, and remain calm People feed off of
the | eader or the nediator, the judge. They feed
off of that energy and remaining calmis --
that's nmy tendency anyway, but | think it's so
Inportant. It helps zap that negative and anped-
up feeling out of the room and hel ps peopl e
understand that if they're calm they communicate
better. I|I'malways willing to listen. [I'Il be
firm There's no question that | woul dn't

tol erate abusive | anguage or inappropriate

| anguage at all. But that litigant -- those
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| awyers need to know that |

I''m|isteni
CHAI RVAN CASKEY:
SENATOR CAMPSEN:
posi tion,

experience

you just said about

clients,
anot her,

| mportant.

and you obviously have a | ot of

parties,

know that you're listening is very

respect them and t hat
ng.
Senator from Charl est on.

Thank you for your offering for this

t hi nk what

l'i steni ng, nmake sure that

in the famly court. And |

that are adverse to one

But at the begi nning of your

presentation,

you nmentioned a -- sone type of

conmuni cation or letter you inadvertently sent to

sone nmenbers of the General Assenbly and | m ssed
t hat .

M5. WEST: Sure.

SENATOR CAMPSEN: Could you clarify or tell nme what
happened?

M5. WEST: Yes, sir. | had a printed announcenent

card sinply announcing that |I'mrunning for this

position. |It's got ny photograph on it, ny --

where |'mfromand what seat |I'mrunning for, and

then ny contact information. |t nentions nothing

about ny qualifications or any other matter, just
si mply photograph and what |'mrunning for. |

printed envel opes from-- or |abels, rather, from
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the mail nerge formthat is available on the
General Assenbly website. And before mailing
those out, | forgot to renove the | abels for the

si x General Assenbly nenbers of the Conm ssion.
SENATOR CAMPSEN:  Cnh, all right.
M5. WEST: And so those went out in the mail. |

I medi ately. As soon as | figured out what had

happened, | went to the post office, tried to get
t hose back, and | was not successful. So the
followng norning, | imediately wote a letter

updating ny PDQ expl ai ni ng what happened and what
| did to renedy that so it wouldn't happen again.

SENATOR CAMPSEN:  Thank you.

M5. WEST: Yes.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: | would just note, for the record,
that the mail piece that Ms. West referenced is
| ocated in the candidate folder in the file
capti oned West, Rebecca Anendnent, and it shows
there just as she described it, the photograph
and the seat and contact information, so we
appreciate that. Oher questions from nenbers of
t he comm ssion? M. Wst, | have had the
privilege to know you over the | ast decade or so.
And it is great to be with you, because |I've cone

to know your reputation. | obviously don't
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M5. WEST: Thank you.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: -- 1n the course of your career.

practice lawin the famly court. But also being
from Lexi ngton, people freely share their

opi nions with ne about all manner of things. And
| wll say it is invariably positive on your
behal f, and | was pleased to see that reflected
here in the ballot box survey. And | know M.
Hal | shared wth you sone of the positive
comments, but if | could just take a nonent to
share sonme of the others, because, as |'ve been
want to point out, people don't have to say nice
t hi ngs about you on the Internet. And behind the
cl oak of anonymty, they can say anything. And
In your case, they chose to say things like,
She's very know edgeabl e, calm soft spoken and
al ways courteous and professional. Upholds the
hi ghest ethical standards, an asset to our
profession, highly qualified -- a highly
qualified attorney, but also, as sonmeone who has
spent her career and |life in this county, has
made famly court a better place for both | awers
and litigants, denonstrates professionalism at

all tinmes, and | think that's a credit to the

reputation that you have earned --
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And you shoul d know that, regardl ess of how
anything turns out, because from ny perspective,
when fol ks who are nenbers of our profession
conduct thenselves in this way, it inproves what
sonetinmes can be a fraught or contentious
relationship wth the public who may

m sunder st and because, unfortunately, sonetines
everyone is unable to, as the senator fromHorry
poi nted out, listen as effectively as we want,
and they can sonetinmes have grievances with

| awyers. And when we have fol ks |ike yourself,
you' ve done such a credible job, | think everyone

I's better served for that. So | appreciate that.

M5. WEST: Thank you. That's hunbling to hear. Thank

you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: So that will bring us to the

concl usion of this portion of the screening
process. | do need to take a nonent to rem nd
you that pursuant to the Comm ssion's eval uative
criteria, we take the letter, as well as the
spirit of our state ethics |aws very seriously,
and we woul d view any violation or appearance of
I npropriety as very serious and potentially
deserving of heavy weight in our screening

del i berations. And on that note, as you know,
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the record will remain open until the fornal
rel ease of the qualifications report. And should
there be a need, we would have the ability to
call you back for discussion again if that

circunstance were to present. Do you understand

all that?
M5. WEST: | do.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Wonderful .  Thank you again for

bei ng here. Thank you for your patience with
scheduling. | know we're a little bit behind.
But wish you all the best for the rest of your
day and hope you travel home safely.

M5. WEST: Thank you, appreciate it.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: VW will proceed with the screening
of our next candidate and stand at ease until
they are here with us in the room

(OFF THE RECORD)

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ladi es and gentlenen, we will go
back on the record and proceed with the
screenings. Qur next candidate, which is Judge
Wi dner, who is a candidate for Seat 3 on the
14th Judicial Crcuit's Famly Court bench.
Judge, do | have all that correct?

JUDGE VEEI DNER:  Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. |If you would, please,
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sir, raise your right hand.
VHEREUPON:

LARRY WAYNE WEI DNER, being duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right, sir. There should be
sone docunments there in front of you. |If you'd
just take a nonent to review those?

JUDGE WEIDNER  Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Are those the Personal Data
Questionnaire and the Sworn Statement that you
have submtted as part of your application
material s?

JUDGE VEI DNER  Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Are there any -- if you woul d,
pull the mcrophone up a little bit. W get
candi dates of all heights. Do you have any
changes or updates that need to be nade to those?

JUDGE WEI DNER:  No, sir.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Ckay. Do you have any objection
to our including those in the record?

JUDGE VEIDNER:  No, sir.

(EXH BIT NO. 9 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (21 pages)
PDQ - The Honorable Larry W
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. Let ne give staff just

JUDGE WEIDNER: Oh, thank you, sir. Yeah, | have

Wi dner |1)

(EXH BIT NO 10 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (10 pages)
Sworn Statement - The Honorabl e
Larry W Weidner 11)

a nonent to do that. Al right. The Judici al
Merit Sel ection Conm ssion has thoroughly

I nvestigated your qualifications for the bench.
Qur inquiry has focused on the nine eval uative
criteria, included a ballot box survey, a

t hor ough study of your application materials, a
verification of your conpliance with state ethics
| aws, a search of newspaper articles in which
your nane appears, a study of any previous
screeni ngs, and a check for econom c conflicts of
interest. W have received no affidavits in
opposition to your election and no witnesses are
present to testify. Before we go any further,

t hough, | noticed that you were followed into the
room by these lovely ladies. If you'd like to

I ntroduce them we'd be happy to hear from you

and neet them all.

three of the five nost inportant ladies in ny
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EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. TRASK:
Q Good nor ni ng.
A Good nor ni ng.
Q Judge Wi dner, please state for the record the city
and the circuit in which you reside?
A | live in Bluffton. It's the 14th Judicial Circuit.

world. | have ny daughter Katie, Katherine; I
have nmy wife of just one nmonth shy of 37 years,
Pam and | have ny nother Sue Wi dner.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Wonderful . Thank you all for
being here. It's great to have you here today.
So thank you. Judge, |1'd be happy to recognize
you. | know we're a little behind schedul e and
appreci ate your patience. 1'd be happy to
recogni ze you for any brief statement you'd |ike
to make. Oherwise, I'lIl refer to staff counse
for questions to get things going.

JUDGE WEIDNER: | appreciate that. |I'm-- we should
probably press, because | know you're trying to
make up tine.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ms. Trask.

MS. TRASK: M. Chairman, | note, for the record, that
based on the testinony contained in the
candi date's PDQ which has been included in the
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record wth the candidate's consent, Larry Wayne
Wei dner, |1, neets the statutory requirements for
this position regarding age, residence and years
of practice.
Judge Weidner, why do you want to serve as a famly
court judge, and why do you feel that your |egal and
prof essional experience qualify and will assist you to
be an effective judge?
Well, |'ve given that a ot of thought. And when
was filling out the PDQ information, | realized that
|'"d built sonething of a record of public service.
Not intentionally, but that's just, | guess, the way
I"'mwired. So |'ve served as, you know, an officer in
the Marine Corps. |'ve served as a reserve police
officer. |'ve served on the boards of the Child Abuse
Prevention Association and the boards of the Kiwanis
Cub. | served as the judge advocate for the American
Veterans Post 70. |'ve worked a ot with D sabled
Anerican Veterans. |I'ma life nenber. 1've been a
menber of the chanbers in ny area for -- since | got
out of the Marine Corps. So | think I'mkind of wired
for service. And this is an opportunity to serve.
And really, it's an opportunity to serve those that
|'"mnost interested in serving, which is children. |

think children are our nost valuable asset. | think
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we need to preserve and protect and defend and | ead
them And the famly court is the only court that
does that. You don't touch, really, children's issues
In magi strates court or in probate court or in the
master's court, circuit court, or the appellate
courts. But famly court judges are nmaking decisions
al nost hourly about children, and their decisions fix
the trajectory of their lives. And I think it's super

Important. And that's really what | want to do. And

then | like being in court. | nean, |'ve been a trial
| awyer -- ny entire career |'ve been a trial |awer.

| like being in court. VWien I'min court, |I'm
challenged and | |ike to watch good | awers practice
law. | learn fromthem So yeah, | like being in

court. And this is an opportunity to be in court
every day. And then ny professional training, |'ve
covered every area. In the famly court, |'ve done
DJJ, abuse and negl ect, alinony, TPR and adoption, you
know, division of assets and debts, custody,
visitation, support. |1've hit every one of those
areas. |'ve nediated hundreds of cases. And now, |'m
a magistrate, so I've been in the big chair making
sone decisions, so | think I know what |I'mgetting
into. So | think that all of that prepares ne

professionally to do what |'masking to be allowed to
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do.

Thank you. And you kind of touched on this, but Judge
Wei dner, are there any areas of the law for which you
woul d need additional preparation in order to serve as
a famly court judge and how woul d you handl e that

addi tional preparation?

If you had asked nme that three hours ago, | would've
probably said abuse and neglect. And then ny wife
remnded me that | just had a case where nom had

al | eged abuse and neglect to get a tactical advantage
over dad, and | had to deal with all of that and |
reread all the law. So | think | could probably pick
up a file and walk in in any large subject natter area
of the lawin famly court and try a case. And in
every one of those, | think it would take -- | would
always go look it up. | nediated a case on Tuesday
that had very conplex issues. It was a large estate.
It had issues with transnutation that | coul d see
comng. So | broke out Stuckey's book and | ooked up
sone cases and got nyself prepared. And that's pretty
much the way | do business. Wether |'m nediating,
whet her 1"'mon the bench as a magistrate, | try to get
out in front of a case, see if | think there are some
I ssues that are going to be com ng up, and get brushed

up on all of those, even if I've done them a hundred
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tinmes. So | think we all have to just study, get
pr epar ed.
Thank you. And you've now kind of touched on this
question as well. But Judge Widner, please briefly

descri be your experience in handling conplex contested
famly court matters. And specifically discuss your
experience wth the financial assets of famly court
wor K.

Well, |'ve got a degree in economcs. |'ve owned
smal | businesses over the years, so | know how t hi ngs
work in small businesses. Down in our area, if you
get a case off of Hlton Head, chances are it's --
easily, the house alone is a mllion-dollar house, so
you're dealing with large assets. So |I've done -- |
mean, that's pretty nuch what | do is get involved
with |arge asset divisions. | nean, obviously, there
are smaller assets too. But that's kind of the bread
and butter down where we are. There's a |ot of large
asset division, we have to get into that. |If it's got
a business, then you're | ooking at cashflows and

val uation of business, which can get into a big fight.
|'ve done all of that for years -- like for my career
So I've done it a lot.

Judge Weidner, the Conm ssion received 171 ballot box

survey regarding you with 20 additional comrents. The
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bal | ot box survey, for exanple, contain the follow ng
positive coments: Excellent and well rounded
candidate. Also is very famliar with mlitary
matters, which is very helpful in famly court. And
Larry Weidner would be an excellent famly court
judge. He has a great legal mnd, is respectful and
courteous to everyone, adheres diligently and
consistently to high | egal and personal ethica
principles and possesses a strong sense of fairness.
None of the witten comrents expressed concerns.

Judge Wi dner, you noted in our PDQ several |awsuits.
The first lawsuit |isted was from 2001, South Carolina
Department of Transportation versus Larry W Wi dner,
et al, was filed as a result of a condemmation action,
Pl ease explain the nature and disposition of this

| awsui t .

The state came in and took a three-foot -- really, one
meter wide strip off the back of ny property that

wi dened the road. Got resolved, no problem

The next lawsuit listed, which was al so noted on your
SLED report, was WIlliam Schwartz, et al, versus
Crcle Supply, et al, in 2002. And you previously
noted that you were never served with this nmatter nor
did you file in this matter, which is listed as

wi thdrawn or settled on June 23rd, 2024: is that
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correct?

Yes. Sonebody with ny nane is |isted as one of the
plaintiffs. | don't know. It's not ne. | wasn't a
plaintiff in anything. And | -- ny dad had the sane
nane, but he would have talked to ne about it, so |
don't think that's a Larry Weidner that's ne or
related to ne. | don't know anything about that.

You al so noted three cases that reflect the entry of
transcripts of judgment, which you believe were the
result of entry of judgment for attorney's fees in
favor of your law firm Those were all three entered
and ended on August 28th, 2007. |Is that accurate?
Yes, ma'am

In 2008, you listed that you were the plaintiff in the
case of Larry W Weidner, Il, versus Don Aldrich.

Pl ease explain the nature the disposition of this

| awsui t .

| was riding nmy road bike, bicycle, and | had a
distracted golf cart driver who took nme out and we got
that resol ved.

In your PDQ you noted -- you note that you were
listed in a 2009 case, Sel ena Barksdal e versus MEl
LLC, et al. Please explain the nature and di sposition
of that [awsuit.

So | represented the wife in that. And her husband --
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It was a foreclosure action, or a |lien against her
husband and the conpany. | represented the wife in
the divorce and somehow they put ne down as a
defendant. | wasn't a defendant. | was the defense
counsel .

And finally, you noted that you were a plaintiff in
the case of Larry W Widner, Il, versus Wade Law ence
and Christina Lawence in 2018 for a rule to vacate,
whi ch was di sm ssed on February 20th, 2018. |s that
accurate?

Yes, ma'am

Thank you, Judge. Weidner. How would you handle a
potential conflict of interest involving you or a
menber of your famly?

Recuse mysel f.

Thank you. The G tizens Conmittee report -- | would
note that the Low Country Citizen Conmttee found
Judge Weidner qualified in the evaluative criteria of
constitutional qualifications, physical health and
mental stability. The Commttee found himwell
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethica
fitness, professional and academ c ability, character,
reputation, experience and judicial tenperanent. The
Commttee stated in sunmary, Tremendous vigor,

unfl appabl e, even tenpered, snmart, considerate. H's
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deep mlitary experience is a huge plus. Wuld make a
great judge. | have a few housekeeping issues. JMSC
Procedural Rule 17 includes a prohibition of any

candi date fromattendi ng or watching any portion of
any portion of the livestreamor recordings of the
public hearings of this cycle until after all hearings
are concluded. Have you watched or listened to any of
these hearings before your appearance today?

No, ma' am

Has any ot her person relayed any information about any
of the proceedings before this Comm ssion to you?

No, ma' am

Judge Weidner, are you aware that as a judicia

candi date, you are bound by the Code of Judicia
Conduct as found in Rule 501 of the South Carolina
Appel | ate Court Rul es?

Yes, ma'am

Judge Weidner, since submtting your Letter of Intent,
have you contacted any nenbers of the Conm ssion about
your candi dacy?

No, ma' am

Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nmenbers of the Genera
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?

| have not contacted anyone, no, nma'am
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>

Are you famliar with that section?
Yes, ma'am | am
Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received a pledge of any legislator, either
prior to this date or pending the outcome of your
screeni ng?
No, ma' am
Have you asked any third parties to contact menbers of
the General Assembly on your behalf or are you aware
of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on
your behal f?
No, ma' am
Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Commi ssion's guidelines on pledging in South Carolina
Code Section 2-19-70(e)?
Yes, ma' am
M5. TRASK: | would just note, for the record, that
any concerns raised during the investigation
regarding the candidate were incorporated into
the questioning of the candidate today. M.
Chai rman, | have no further questions.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, ma'am Do the menbers
of the Comm ssion have any questions? M.
St egmai er ?
MR STEGWAI ER Sir, good norning.
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JUDGE VEI DNER:  Good norning, sir.
MR. STEGWAI ER: First and forenost, thank you for
your service in the Marine Corps.
JUDGE VWEIDNER It was ny honor.
MR STEGVAI ER: And so that is -- that experience

and what was referenced in your presentation

t oday about your understanding about mlitary
culture, as well as the legal part of it.

Obvi ously, you're in Beaufort County, which has
the air station on Paris Island. What has been
your experience thus far wwth regard to your
famly court practice where you're dealing wth
folks that are in the Marine Corps and who are
litigants? And kind of by extension, one of the
runni ng thenes that have gone on during the
course of the week with regard to the famly
court races is making sure litigants are heard,
havi ng their say and probably nore inportantly,
under st andi ng what i s happening to them
especially with a mlitary community where there
are higher rates of divorce and child rel ated

I ssues, there's obviously a ot of enotion. What
has been your practice as far as making sure that
peopl e get heard, nmaking sure they understand

what' s happening to them as opposed to not.
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JUDGE WEIDNER:  Well, first of all, | speak fluent
Marine and that helps. No, that's a real thing.
| remenber trying a case in front of Judge Fuge.
And opposi ng counsel was also a Marine, a good
friend of mne. The witness was a Marine. W
got mxing it up and finally, Judge Fuge hamers
his gavel and he says, Stop it. | haven't
under st ood what's been said in nmy court in the
last five mnutes. And Marine will drop in and,
you know, we started tal king about TAD and BAQ
and this and that, and it can happen. And so |
can, obviously, speak Marine and so | can explain
things to ny Marines and hel p them understand and
work with themtalk to themin a way that we just
used to interact with each other in a certain
particular way. | don't know how to describe it.

M. Caskey can probably tell you about that.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY:

JUDGE VEI DNER: But yeah, it's an inportant thing.
And representing people, you ve got to understand

where they're comng fromtoo. And particularly

wth Marines,

you haven't lived it, so you haven't dealt wth
depl oynments and TAD trips and all of a sudden,

you're here today and gone tonorrow, don't know

Not on the record.

i f you haven't been in a gun club,
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MR. STEGVAI ER: Thank you, sir.

when you're com ng back, and all those stressors
that are very inportant to understand if you're
dealing with a Marine famly, because that's
their world. And a lot of tines, if you haven't
lived in that world, you can't understand it.

The other thing, and probably one of the biggest
reasons | got into famly law, was when | cane
out of the Marine Corps, | stayed in Beaufort and
| realized that there weren't any Marines
practicing famly law, and there were -- they
didn't understand how the Marine Corps world and
the civilian world have to nmesh. Because there
are things that you can do that are unwise in the
civilian world that will have an effect in the
Marine world just like there are things in the
Marine Corps world that you can do that nakes
sense to Marine Corps world that are not good for
civilian world. And understandi ng how t hose two
wor | ds have to work together or be nmeshed, is
critical, | think, to representing Marines.
Because |'ve seen it where a case could' ve gone a
lot different if one of the counsel has really
under st ood what they were doi ng was probably not

the smart thing to do for a Mri ne.
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JUDGE VEEI DNER:  Yes, sir.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Senator from Horry.
SENATOR RANKIN:  I'"m curious, reading your PDQ your

serving as a judge effectively to divine between
the warring parties. Do you think that your
either participate in or coaching of rugby woul d
be of any value here? And | want you to know
that is a light, not too serious question.

JUDGE WEIDNER'  No, and I"'mtrying to give you an
answer that could go into the record.

SENATOR RANKIN: | could just visualize pulling the
ball fromone side and running with it to the
other, so that's about all | know about it, other
than it's a bl oody damm sport.

JUDGE WEIDNER: It's actually a great sport and |
| oved every mnute of playing it. But sure, |
mean, you can have situations where tenpers can
get a little bit hot when you're on the pitch.
And the way rugby is played, you don't -- it's
not |ike, for exanple, football and no digs at
football, but you know, you have a coach who
every play is calling the plays. You have
actually four or five coaches who are calling the
different plays for the different pieces. Wen

you're the captain coach, it's just you, and
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you're on the pitch. And so you' ve got to be
assessing what the other teanis doing, how
they're matching up with your guys. And if they
get into a tussle, you got to be able to cool
that off pretty quickly. And yeah, | suppose
some of the skills translate.

SENATOR RANKIN: I'minpressed with famly al ways and
your nother here with us. |'mecurious, what is
her mai den nane?

JUDGE VEEI DNER:  Chaney.

SENATOR RANKIN:  Chaney? From-- and y'all are all
from Ckl ahoma, originally?

JUDGE WEI DNER: That's correct.

SENATOR RANKIN:  Wonderful having all of y'all here.
And your son is in the --

JUDGE VEI DNER:  Ar ny.

SENATOR RANKIN:  -- in the Arny as well, so | want to
commend you for, obviously, leading a life that
Is inpressive to both children, and your son,
particularly, to take up that mantel. So thank
you very nuch.

JUDGE VEEI DNER:  Yes, sir, thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Gt her menbers of the Conm ssion?
Well, Judge, I'll begin just to share with you

sonme of the other comments, sone of which M.
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Trask noted that are in the ball ot box survey,
because | -- | think they're inportant for people
to hear, because as ny coll eagues here are tired
of hearing ne say, people don't have to say nice
t hi ngs about you behind the cl oak of anonymty on
the internet. And yet, in your case, they chose
to do universally just that: Even tenpered, well
prepared, neticulous to every detail. |'ve never
seen himlose his cool, great |egal mnd,
respectful and courteous to everyone,
denonstrates integrity at the highest ethical
standards, superior grasp of the |law and howto
apply it, a great tenperanent. Larry's humlity
mat ches his intellect. He is truly brilliant. |
cannot recomrend Larry strongly enough, and on
and on. And so | commend you for that and | hope
you take sone pride in the reputation that you
have earned through the way that you have
conducted yourself and held yourself to others
and you can't buy that. That's -- | appreciate
that alot. As |I've reviewed the record here,
you know, obviously, your studies at Dartnouth
and Penn stand out, your superlative |egal career
where you' ve done just about everything that you

can do in the field that you're interested in.
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Probably the one thing that did catch nmy eye the
nmost, as |'ve tried to explain to ny wife the

I nportance of it, and as a washed-up Marine, is
on your DD214, you can shoot straight, and that's
I nportant, because in that line of work, it's

I nportant. So your expert qualifications, you
know, probably not as relevant to adjudicating
matters, but neans sonething to ne. All right.
Anyt hi ng el se? Judge, appreciate you being here
and thank you for your tine. Apologize for the
delay in our scheduling today, a little behind.
Your patience, though, is nmuch appreciated. This
wi Il conclude this portion of our screening
process. | do need to take this nonment to rem nd
you that pursuant to the Comm ssion's eval uative
criteria, we take the spirit, as well as the
letter of the law, very seriously, and we woul d
vi ew any vi ol ations or appearances of inpropriety
as very serious and potentially deserving of
heavy wei ght in our screening deliberations. And
as you know, the record remain open until the
formal release of our qualifications report, such
that if there were a need to arise to call you
back to have a conversati on about any of that

sort thing, we can do that. Do you understand
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all of that?
JUDGE WEIDNER: | do, sir.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right, wonderful. Thank you

very nmuch for your service to the nation, to the
state, to your conmunity, and thank you for
offering for future service.

JUDGE WEIDNER:  Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Wsh you all well. Thank you,
famly, for being here as well. | hope you
travel hone safely.

JUDGE VEI DNER: Happy Birthday, Marine, and Happy
Thanksgi ving to everybody else. Thank you for
your time.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al'l right, |adies and gentlenen, we
W Il proceed now with the screening of our next
candi date as soon as he or she is avail able.

(OFF THE RECORD)

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right, ladies and gentlenen.
W are back on the record to proceed with our
next screening. Before us, we have Catherine
Webb, a candidate for Seat 4 on the 14th Judi ci al
Circuit's famly court bench. | do want to note,
for the record, that John T. Lay has recused
hinself fromthis matter and will not participate

In the screening deliberations or voting for this
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M5. WEBB: Catherine Wbb, Seat 4 for 14th Judici al

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Wonderful. |If you woul d, please,

WHEREUPON:

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: If you woul d, please, state your
MS. VEEBB:. Cat herine Webb, Catherine Al exanne \Wbb.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Wonderful. There should be sone

M5. WEBB: Yes, sir.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Are those the Personal Data

MS. WEBB: They are.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Are there any corrections or

M5. WEBB: No, sir.

candidate. So having said all that, M. Wbb, do

| have that right, the seat and nane?

Crcuit.

rai se your right hand.

CATHERI NE ALEXANNE VEBB, being duly sworn

and cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth

and nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

full nane for the record.

docunments there in front of you. |If you' d take a

nonent to | ook at those.

Questionnaire and the Sworn Statenment that you
have provided as part of your application

material s?

updates that need to be nade?
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Any objection to our including

M5. WEBB: No objection.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. Let nme give staff just a

those in the record?

(EXH BIT NO. 11 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (19 pages)
PDQ - Cat herine Wbb)

(EXH BIT NO 12 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (6 pages)
Sworn Statenment - Catherine Wbb)

nmonment to do that. Al right. The Judici al

Merit Sel ection Conm ssion has thoroughly

I nvestigated your qualifications for the bench.
Qur inquiry has focused on the nine eval uative
criteria and it has included a ballot box survey,
a thorough study of your application materials, a
verification of conpliance with state ethics

| aws, a search through newspaper articles in

whi ch your nane appears, a study of any previous
screeni ngs, and a check for economc conflicts of
interest. W have received no affidavits filed

I n opposition to your election and there are no
W t nesses are present to testify. | can either
recogni ze you for a brief opening statenent or we

can turn to staff counsel to go ahead and begin
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EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. ADLER
Q Good norning, M. Webb.
A Good nor ni ng.
Q Just for the record, could you please state the city
and circuit in which you reside?
A Beaufort, 14th Judicial Grcuit.
Q Thank you.

with some questions inmmediately and reserve a
statement at the end, if you'd like.

MS. WEBB: Absolutely, I'mhappy to. | knowit's
close to lunch. ['mhappy to turn it over to the
staff attorney.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right. Thank you. And let ne
just also say thank you for your patience with
scheduling, because are a little bit behind.

M5. WEBB: Ch, absolutely.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: So wth that, Ms. Adler.

M5. ADLER M. Chairman, | note, for the record, that
based on the testinony contained in the
candi date's PDQ which has been included in the
record with the candidate's consent, Catherine
Webb nmeets the statutory requirenents for this
position regardi ng age, residence and years of

practi ce.
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Q

Ms. Webb, a two-part question: Wiy do you want to
serve as a famly court judge, and why do you feel
that your legal and professional experience qualify
and wi || assist you to be an effective judge?

This has actually been a very difficult question for
me to answer and | currently work at the famly court
with our judges, and | speak at themon a regular
basis, ask nost of them Wy did you want to be a
judge? And this question is a very difficult one
because it is so personal. And for ne, the bottom
lineis it comes down to I, at this stage in ny
career, aminterested 100 percent in public service.

| aminterested in commtting the rest of ny career,
honestly, to inproving our community, working with
famlies, working with vulnerable children. That's ny
passion. It's ultimately why | went to |aw school.
Wien | was in college, | was a psychol ogy major.

did sociology and | always thought | was going to be a
social worker. And | had a famly menber in ny life
who encouraged me to go to |aw school, said you'll be
able to do nore things in your community and be nore
effective, and that's what |I did. Wen | first ended
up out of law school, ny first job was at Travelers

I nsurance, really ny first real job, doing insurance,

the farthest thing fromwhat | ultimtely went to | aw
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school for. But as things work, mny career brought ne
to Beaufort and | started in private practice when |
first came to Beaufort, and | have been in private
practice since 2023, and |'ve recently joined the 14th
Judicial Crcuit as their law clerk, working with
Judge Snpak and Judge Novak. And | think ny
experience in private practice, which has pretty nuch
only focused on famly law for the |ast 25 years,
prepares ne for this role. | was -- initially, when |
cane to Beaufort, | worked in a plaintiffs firm doing
conplex litigation, personal injury, and | thought,
Oh, ny gosh, how am!| going to tie this in with what |
actually -- ny passion is? So | started taking DSS
cases. Years ago, we used to get court appointed to
DSS cases, so whether you liked it or not, initially,
you were given DSS cases. And | was one of those
people who loved it. | wanted to be involved in the
DSS cases. And | would go to all the ol der |awers
and say, | know you're getting court appointed to
this. |'mhappy to take your case. And | discovered
doing that that | actually |oved advocating for the
guardians in the DSS cases, so | made the decision to
volunteer wth our local guardian ad litemis office,
which | did for about two years. | was doing, for ny

primary practice, a lot of real estate, but | did all
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of the guardian cases with another attorney in ny
community, Stacey Canaday, and that was a great

opportunity. And then after that experience, it sort

of evolves. | really becane good at actually being a
guardian. |It's sort of a skill you have to |earn.
And |, in about 2008, went to work for a famly | aw

firm And when we first started at kind of building
this firm we were both -- | don't want to say

I nexperienced, but relatively inexperienced, and we
did a lot of guardian cases. | did a |lot of guardian
cases as the actual guardian. And then we also did
custody issues and as the years progressed, we pretty
much noved into very conplex financial cases. One of
the last cases | handled |I handl ed was a narital
estate of about $45 million, very conplicated
retirement accounts, totally different, you know,
spectrum of what ny passion was. But that's sort of
how your practice progresses over the years. But over
the last 20 -- you know, al nost 25 years, |'ve pretty
much i ncorporated every aspect of famly lawinto ny
practice. And so | think that that experience of
working with nmy community, for ny conmunity, would
allow nme to do -- to understand and do a good job in
our comunity, you know. So that's -- that's why |

initially wasn't sure, when they approached ne, if |
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wanted to actually be a famly court judge. Not
because | didn't appreciate people suggesting that it
could be an opportunity, but | wanted to nmake sure
that it was sonething that | could do well, so |
really had to | ook back and pray about it, and | think
that it's a perfect opportunity, and | think mny
experience matches up pretty succinctly wwth it for ne
to be successful at ny position. And nost recently,
|*"mnow in the courtroomevery day with our judges,

i stening to cases, hel ping prepare the actual orders.
|'ve learned -- actually, believe it or not, |'ve

| earned a | ot that when you actually are focused on
very conplex financial cases, you sort of don't -- you
know, we had stopped doing sone of the, |ike, DJJ
cases. And | got to participate wth Judge Snpak,
Judge Madden and DJJ cases, review all of our -- in
all of our courts and famly court, we have a 365
rule, where a, basically, case is dism ssed at 365.
The gave ne the opportunity to review all of those
cases, sit inwith the solicitor's office, the public
defender's office, so we could discuss and fornulate a
pl an of how we're going to handl e those cases, and |
get to watch great |awers and judges rule on our
cases every day. So that's been a really great

opportunity for me, and | think, ultimately, wll nake
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BY MS. ADLER:
Q

me a better judge, if | receive the opportunity.

SENATOR RANKIN:  I'mgoing to interrupt real quick.
And I'mgoing to help you help us. That was a
beautiful answer, and |I was paying cl ose
attention. The summary of --

M5. WEBB: Don't talk so nuch?

SENATOR RANKI N: -- the summary of why you want to
do it, and that was the question, as | understand
it.

MS. WEBB: and how ny service would -- prior
experience would help. So the reason | want to
do it is public service.

SENATOR RANKIN: And so | appreciate all that. So
t hank you very nuch --

M5. WEBB: (kay.

SENATOR RANKI N: -- for that, and | did -- | was
paying attention, so thank you.

MS. WEBB: Thank you.

Ms. Webb, are there any areas of the law that you feel
you woul d need additional preparation in order to
serve as a famly court judge; and if so, how would
you handl e that additional preparation?

| think the answer is yes. | think every | awer who

cones before you has a need to inprove. |f you
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t hought we knew everything, we'd all be in trouble.

Sol -- ny -- | would say ny area of weakness,
specifically, is DJJ. |'ve only really handled --

I ndependently, | represented a victimin a DJJ action.
So what | would do is basically -- | nean, | have a

great opportunity right now, because I'msitting in
wth the best judges in the state watching them and

| earning fromthemand neeting with our solicitors.
And I'min the process of arranging to visit DJJ's
facilities, and |I've communicated with our -- we have
our Marine Institute, which is local to Beaufort
County, and ny famly was very involved with the Boys
& Grls Cub when it was in Beaufort. | amjust
trying to educate nyself on resources, what's
avai | abl e, where we are right nowin our community for
hel ping juveniles who enter our system Because we've
got -- probably like everywhere in the state, we have
a huge crisis, especially in Beaufort County. And you
know, Colleton and Jasper, we have a | ot of poverty
and we have a | ot of kids who have substantial needs,
so | would just continue to educate nyself. |[|'ve done
CLEs since |'ve contenpl ated doing this position that
addressed specifically Departnent of Juvenile Justice
Issues. |'ve studied the statute, and | ask every
judge that I'mwth, Wll, why did you do this? You

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N oo o B~ W N

N T N N S T N N o e =
g A W N P O © O N oo o A W N P, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 94

know, they all do it alittle bit differently, and so
| would just continue to, you know, confer with ny
col l eagues and try and grow educationally with ny
studying of the |aw

Thank you. Ms. Webb, you touched on this earlier, but
coul d you just briefly describe your experience and
perhaps quantifying tine or cases handling conpl ex
famly court matters, specifically, on the financia
aspects of famly court work?

Vell, |'ve been doing conplex famly court matters
solely since 2015. The nunber of cases, we handle --
we handl e about 60 cases at a tine in our firm but
that doesn't nmean that that's the ca- -- you know,
just because you're naintaining that case load, that's
the case that we naintain. [|'mfocusing on probably
ten significant famly law financial cases at a tine.
Thank you. Ms. Webb, the Commi ssion received 106
bal | ot box surveys regarding you with 9 additional
comments. The ballot box survey contains the
followi ng positive coments, just by way of exanple:
Catherine has a wealth of practical experience in
famly court. She possesses a strong intellect,

anal ytical skills and work ethic, but also has a

hum ity about her that would translate into an

excellent judicial tenperament. Catherine would be an
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out standi ng menber of the famly court bench. |[|'ve
observed Catherine in contested |egal matters for over
15 years and she is extrenely skilled. Catherine is
diligent, civil and denonstrates integrity in all her
actions. Her conduct as a guardian shows her
dedication to the well being of children, especially
In crisis cases. Catherine is known for her
incredible legal research skills and adeptness in
handl i ng conplication discovery and highly contested
matters.” And "Ms. Webb has an exceptional |egal mnd
and woul d make such a positive inmpact on the |egal
community xin xher xxxxxx xactivity on the court
bench. Her know edge of multiple areas of |aw and
extensive experience in famly court cases nake her a
great fit for the bench. She's calm patient,

conpassi onate, fair, deliberate and firm and the
famly court bench would truly benefit from her

el ection. Two of the witten coments expressed
concerns, generally indicated that perhaps the
comenters have not seen you actively litigate in
famly court and, therefore, couldn't envision you
running a courtroom What response would you offer to

this concern?

Well, it had to be sonebody young, | would say,
because | have actively litigated -- | guess, what
Garber Reporting
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does active nean? | had lots of DSS cases. | was an
I ndependent guardian ad litem At one point, if it
was a difficult case, with guardi an cases, there was a
judge on the bench who would pretty nmuch usually
appoi nt me because they knew that | absolutely could
handl e the courtroom that | was used to being in the
courtroom And | think what maybe sone of the younger
| awyers don't realize is that | did have, at a period
of time, a child who had sone significant nedical

I ssues and when you are raising a famly and your
child has nmedical issues, it's very difficult to get
court appointed, have to be in a, you know, probable

cause hearing in 72 hours. Because for ne, ny

daughter was in the hospital. So | would cal

Vanessa, who is our clerk, and say, I'msorry, | can't
make it, and she would say, |'msorry, you've been
court appointed. You need to cone. So ny -- the

nature of ny position did evolve over the years, but
|'mactively in the courtroom |'mactively preparing
the questions for the depositions. |'mactively
maki ng sure we have all the exhibits. |'mactively
preparing for cross. |I'mnot afraid of the courtroom
| love to conpete. | was an Al American swi mer when
| was young. There's nothing nore fun than the

adrenalin of conpeting in a case and wi nning for your
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client. But the reality of the situation is now|'m

| ooking to do sonething very different. |'m/looking
to go back to sort of ny desire to really focus on
public service. | amvery conpassionate towards the
community that we live in. It really -- since |I've
been sitting in the courtroom which | do every day,
sol -- 1'm-- 1 enjoy being in the courtroom But
one of the things that really frustrates ne is, comng
fromprivate practice is we want to make sure our
clients really understand what's going to happen, what
occurs in the courtroom It's nmy job to hold their
hands, you know, all the way through the process. And
It really frustrates nme, in child support cases, when
these fathers are brought in and the goal is to get
themto pay their noneys owed that they -- that they
ultimately aren't educated on how to get on the SDU to
make their paynents. They're not given this sinple
little panphlet. And I'Il say to soneone in the
office, W got to nmake sure we have those panphlets
avai | abl e.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ms. Webb, I'msorry.

M5. WEBB: Sorry. You're like speed it up. Ckay,

sorry.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Yeah. Two concerns. You weren't
in the court- -- they didn't know you were in the
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courtrooma |ot.

M5. WEBB: Yeah.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: You say you've been in the
courtrooma lot; is that right?

M5. WEBB: Yes. Yes.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Thank you. Ms. Adler.

M5. WEBB: | read the room (kay, thank you. It
won't happen again.

Ms. Webb, how woul d you handle a potential conflict of

i nterest involving you or a nenber of your famly?

| woul d recuse nyself.

Thank you.

MS5. ADLER | would note that the Low Country Citizens
Commttee found Ms. Webb wel|l qualified in the
eval uative criteria of ethical fitness,
prof essional and academc ability, character,
reputation, experience and judicial tenperanent.
Additionally, the Commttee found Ms. Webb
qualified in the criteria of constitutiona
qual i fications, physical health and nenta
stability. The Commttee stated, in summary,
Commtted to the community. Personal connections
through her life experience with famly court.
Many years of practice in famly court.

Conpassi onat e and dedi cat ed.

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N oo o B~ W N

N T N N S T N N o e =
g A W N P O © O N oo o A W N P, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
Page 99

Just a few housekeeping issues. JMSC Procedural Rule
17 includes the prohibition of any candidate from
attending or watching any portion of any of the

| i vestream or recordings of the public hearings of
this cycle until all the hearings are concluded. Have
you watched or listened to any of these hearings
before your appearance today?

No, ma' am

Has any ot her person relayed any information about any
of the proceedings before this Comm ssion to you?

No, ma' am

Ms. Webb, are you aware that as a judicial candidate,
you are bound by the Code of Judicial Conduct as found
in Rule 501 of the South Carolina Appellate Court

Rul es?

Yes, ma' am

Ms. Webb, since submtting your letter of intent, have
you contacted any nenbers of the Conm ssion about your
candi dacy?

No.

Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70 of South
Carolina Code including the limtations on contacting
menbers of the General Assenbly regarding your

screeni ng?

| am

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N oo o B~ W N

N T N N S T N N o e =
g A W N P O © O N oo o A W N P, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 100

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received a pledge of any legislator, either
prior to this date or pending the outcone of your
screeni ng?

No.

Have you asked any third parties to contact nembers of

the General Assembly on your behalf or are you aware

of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on

your behal f?

No.

And finally, have you reviewed and do you understand

the Conm ssion's guidelines on pledging in South

Carolina Code Section 2-19-70(e)?

| do.

M5. ADLER | would just note, for the record, that
any concerns raised during the investigation
regarding the candi date were incorporated into
the questioning of the candidate today. And M.
Chairman, | have no further questions.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, ma'am And Ms. Wébb, |
hope you don't think I'mbeing incredibly rude.
| was trying to steer you to success --

MS. WEBB: | appreciate that.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: -- on that |ast question.

M5. WEBB: | need all the guidance | can --
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: | do have a question, though,
about your professional history. | noted from
the PDQ -- and | may have m ssed this, so you may
have said it. But you worked at the law firm
t hrough 2023 and then began as a judicial |aw
clerk in 2025.

M5. WEBB: Correct.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Can you tell nme about the
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transition there?
M5. WEBB: 1In 2023, after COVID, | had |lost ny father,

who was living wth ne, and he had Al zheiner's

and | cared for himon a regular basis and |

wanted a break. | ended up having a nedi cal

procedure, because if any of you have had a
parent who's had Al zheiner's you know they fal

all the tinme. And so --

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: And | don't need to pull in --
MS. WEBB: Yeah.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: -- you know, there --

M5. WEBB: So | had that gap. | -- at the tine, |

started a property managenent business, which is

very easy, on Fripp where | reside, currently.

And | put on ny headphones and | focused on

nyself and took sone tine off. And then when |

was ready to cone back, | |ooked for different
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opportunities and decided to cone back.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: The ot her question |I had was,
again, in your PDQ vyou had noted that you had
been the second chair -- and I'll say the word
nmostly. | can't find the exact place. But if
that is right, tell nme about why second chairing,
not as a first chair.

M5. WEBB: The primary reason was, in 2008,
specifically, not for the guardi an cases,
obvi ously, because that's illegal, | did it
because | had a child who has a nedical condition
and so -- and I'mreally good at second chair.
|'mvery detailed oriented, so we nade the
decision that | would be second chair primarily,
second chair versus first chair. Second chair is
t he person who, for litigation, neets with the
clients, does the research, does all the
di scovery, sort of orchestrates the file. But ne
and nmy partner worked really hand in hand. W
were one brain sort of together. And which |
think you need for a first and second chair.
|'ve al so served as first chair. |[|'ve served as
fourth chair. It's just different roles in the
courtroom when you're present in the courtroom

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. Thank you, ma'am
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5 O

IVS.
SENATOR RANKIN:  And to the point of that, |ooking

Ot her conm ssioners have questions for the
candi date? M. Craig.

CRAIG M. Webb, thank you for being here today
and your wllingness to serve as a famly court
judge. | believe you said you' ve practiced in
famly law, did you say, 25 years?

VEBB: Yes, approxinmately.

CRAIG And then | wote down -- | just wanted to
to a quick list of your -- the matters that
you've handled in famly court over those years.
| think you said you were actively in the
courtroom you've handled DSS matters, guardi an
ad litem Anything else to add to that list?

WEBB: Custody, visitation, divorce, equitable
apportionnent.

CRAIG  Thank you very nuch.

back five years, in the last five years, two
cases have gone to trial and resulted in an
order, not a verdict. And that -- you just

t al ked about the second chair. You nust be a
great negotiator or have a great steel of
bringi ng your cases to resolution through
medi ati on. How have you avoi ded or been

successful not to have to have any trials?
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M5. WEBB: Well, honestly, if you really understand
your case, nediationis -- it's been amazing. W
have great nedi ators and probably 90 to 95
percent of our cases settle in mediation. You
need to understand your case. |f your client has
unr easonabl e expectations, then sonetinmes it may
be that your -- you need to part ways, because
t hey want sonet hing that you don't perceive as
reasonable. But usually, our clients are --
we're a team we're on the sane page, and we're
wor ki ng towards the sanme goal, and nedi ation
hel ps us get there. Also, in the last five
years, we had COVID, so COVID changed the
dynamc. We were on Wbex. W were not in the
courtroom Unfortunately, the one case we had to
litigate, sadly, it was because -- it was over
custody, it wasn't over financial issues. You
can pretty much -- we have excellent expectations
set for our clients and you can pretty nuch
settle all cases except for sonmetines you can't
settl e custody.

SENATOR RANKIN: Al right. GOkay. And again, you are
presently, since August, an enployee of the state
or an enpl oyee of the county?

M5. WEBB: That's correct, |'man enpl oyee of the
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state.

SENATOR RANKIN:  Ckay, as a |law clerk?

M5. WEBB: Law clerk, yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN:  Very good, fromtwo judges, Snmpak and
Novak.

M5. WEBB: Correct.

SENATOR RANKIN:  Ckay. One final point, and not to
bel abor, but just to call attention to your story

MS. WEBB: Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN: -- as an adopted child, ny nother was
adopted. W didn't know that until later.

Qddly, in our famly, that was not discussed. W
knew it, but she never told us, but we knewit.
And so -- and then to the fact that your father
has passed, you highlight his career as a pil ot
in the Air Force and so --

M5. WEBB: Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN:  -- | just want to tell you we had --
the last -- |I'Il call it contestant brought
famly with them You have brought your famly
to nme today, and that just speaks volunes to you.

M5. WEBB: Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN RANKIN: O her Comm ssioners? Seeing none,
then, Ms. Webb, this will conclude this portion
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of the screening process. Excuse ne. | do need
to take this opportunity to remnd you that
pursuant to the Conm ssion's evaluative criteria,
we take the letter and spirit of our state's
ethics |aws very seriously and we woul d vi ew any
viol ation of appearance of inpropriety as very
serious and potentially deserving of heavy wei ght
In our screening deliberations. On that note,
and as you know, the record wll renain open
until the formal release of the qualifications
report and so if the need were to arise, we would
have the ability to call you back to discuss
what ever that mght be, again, should that need
rise. Do you understand all of that?

M5. WEBB: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. Excuse ne. 1've
finally caught ny colleague's cough. | want to
t hank you again for your service and offering for
judicial service to the State of South Carolina.
| appreciate your patience with scheduling today

and wi sh you all the best as you travel hone

saf el y.
M5. WEBB: Thank you.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you. We will stand at ease

until the next candidate is here and then we'l|
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resumne.
(OFF THE RECORD)

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right, |adies and gentl enen.
W will go back on the record to proceed with our
next screening. M. Moore, your candidacy is
atypical in that you have applied to run for two
seats, both in the same circuit for the famly
court. Qur rules require us to have separate
hearings for each. And so we will do that. But
| suspect and anticipate a notion in the second
hearing to adopt or incorporate all of the
answers and docunents fromthe first hearing so
that we will have conplied with the rule to have
two hearings. But in the interest of efficiency
and common sense, we will probably just spend- --
| anticipate spending all of our tinme evaluating
or extracting information just in one principal
hearing and then doing the work of carrying it

over through a notion. Does that nmake sense for

you?
M5. MOORE: Sounds fantastic.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. So on that note, you

are Scarlet More and you are a candi date for
Seat 3 on the 14th Judicial Crcuit Famly Court
bench. Do | have that right?

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N oo o B~ W N

N T N N S T N N o e =
g A W N P O © O N oo o A W N P, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 108

M5. MOORE: That is correct.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right. If you would, please,
rai se your right hand.

VHEREUPON:

SCARLET BELL MOORE, being duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: If you woul d, please, state your
full name.

M5. MOORE: Scarlet Bell More.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ms. Moore, there are sone
docunments in front of you. |If you'd just take a
monent to review those.

M5. MOORE: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVMAN CASKEY: Al right. Are those the Personal
Data Questionnaire and the Sworn Statenent that
you have submtted as part of your application
material s?

MS. MOORE: They are.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Are there any changes or updates
that need to be made?

M5. MOORE: No.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Do you have any objection to our
i ncluding themin the record?

MS. MOORE: No objection.
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(EXH BIT NO. 13 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (18 pages)
PDQ - Scarlet B. Moore)

(EXH BIT NO. 14 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (9 pages)
Sworn Statenment - Scarlet B,
Moor e)

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. Let nme give staff just

a nonent to do that. Al right. And before
going any further, | just need to note, for the
record, that Conm ssioner John T. Lay is not
participating in this screening in any way. The
Judicial Merit Selection Comm ssion has

t horoughly investigated your qualifications for
the bench. Qur inquiry has focused on the nine
eval uative criteria and has included a ballot box
survey, a thorough study of your application
materials, verification of your conpliance with
state ethics | aws, a search of newspaper articles
I n which your nane appears, a study of any

previ ous screenings, and a check for econonic
conflicts of interest. W have received no
affidavits in opposition to your election and
there are no witnesses present today to testify,

We' d be happy to hear fromyou in a brief opening
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statement if you'd like, or you may waive that
and we can proceed to questions from counsel
strai ght anay.

M5, MOORE: Yes. |'Il waive that. But just to say
that it's a pleasure and a privilege to be here
with you today. Thank you.

EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. STARNES:
Q Good afternoon, Ms. More. It's good to see you

agai n.

A And you as wel|.

Q Wul d you please state for the record the city and
circuit in which you reside?

A | live in Geenville, South Carolina. | believe
that's the 13th Grecuit.

Q Yes, thank you

M5. STARNES: M. Chairman, for purposes of the
record, Ms. Moore is running for Famly Court
Seats 3 and 4, which are located in the 14th
Judicial Grcuit. Under South Carolina Code
Section 63-3-30, no person shall be eligible to
the office of famly court judge who is not, at
the time of assumng his duties of such office, a
citizen of the United States and of this state,

and has not attained the age of 32 years, has not
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Q

been a |icensed attorney at law for at |east
ei ght years, and has not been a resident of this
state for five years max preceding his election
and is not a resident of the circuit wherein the
famly court of which he is the judge is |ocated.
Ms. Moore, would you please share with the Conm ssion
what your intentions are in applying for this seat and
what you have done at this point to conply with this
statute?
Yes. So | certainly nmeet all the requirenents.
have a 43-year relationship with HIlton Head Islands,
and I'Il be glad to go into nore detail about that.
But it would be ny pleasure and privilege, if | were
el ected, to live somewhere in the 14th Grcuit. The
beauty, | think, of ny candidacy is that there are
five counties of the 14th Grcuit. | could live in
any of those -- those counties and |'ve practiced in
al most all of them So certainly, ny intent, |
understand that at the time that | would take office,
| would need to be a resident of that area, and that
Is ny desire, and it would be nmy privilege. And |
hope that answers your questi on.
Thank you.
M5. STARNES: M. Chairman, |'d note for the record,

that based on the testinony contained in the
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Q

candi date's PDQ which has been included in the
record with the candidate's consent, M. More
meets the statutory requirements for this
position regarding age, residence and years of
practice.
Ms. Moore, why do you want to serve as a famly court
j udge, and why do you feel that your |egal and
prof essi onal experience qualifies and assists you to
be a judge?
There are so many reasons. There isn't just one
reason. But as | detail inmy PDQ | -- the issue of
juvenile justice represents the intersection of two
areas of the law that | nost enjoy, and that's
crimnal law, as well as child welfare law. | have
extensive experience in both areas. Also, | have
represented kids in DJJ for about the past five years,
and so | have a | ot of passion for those issues.
Those children are in crisis, and I would | ove to be
in a position of authority as a judge to craft
remedi es and sol utions for these children so they do
not transition into adult court, which |I've had
extensive experience. In regard to crimnal law I
think my record is very clear. Not only was | a |aw
professor at Lander University for seven years, as

wel | as two years at Charlotte Law, SO nine years
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total. | taught crimnal -- crimnal topics in both
institutions, but |I've also been a crimna
practitioner for nost of my career. So | do believe,
just looking at my experience, | do have the
experience to preside over DJJ matters. The next
reason is | have a lot of experience. |'ve worked
very hard over ny al nost 25 years as an attorney.
|'ve done virtually everything that you can do in
famly court, not only just at the trial |evel, but

al so at the appellate level, and | detail that in ny
PDQ So | feel that I've got a |ot of experience --
experiences, know edge and success that | could bring
to the famly court. The |last reason is ny
tenperanment, and |I'mdrawi ng fromwhat ny col | eagues
and ny clients have told me in regard to ny
tenperament. | believe | could enhance the famly
court, not just my colleagues on the famly court
bench, but also the litigants. Thank you.

Thank you. Are there any areas of the |aw for which
you woul d need additional preparation in order to
serve as a famly court judge? And how woul d you
handl e that additional preparation?

| can't think of any topics off the top of ny head. |
think |'ve done virtually everything there is to do in

famly court at this tine.
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Thank you. Would you please briefly describe your
experience in handling conplex contested famly court
matters and specifically discuss your experience with
the financial aspect of the famly court work.

So ny understanding in regard to conplex litigation is
a designation that litigants or parties request of the
chief admnistrative judge in each individual county.
There does not appear to be an specific criteriain
designating a case as conplex, but the goal would be
for one particular judge to be assigned to the case
going forward. So -- but let ne give you an idea. So
| don't think there's any specific criterion that
designates a case conplex, but let ne give you sone
criteria that | think are relevant and that |'ve had
extensive experience with. Children who have specia
needs, children who are specially situated maybe under
the care of many experts, medical professionals,
psychiatric professionals, et cetera -- as you can
see, | was wth DSS for 19 years. | have had
experience with many children who' ve had the specia
needs that | would refer toin regard to conplex. In
regard to property, conplex litigation, | think nost
of my experience conmes at the appellate level in that
regard, and | have witten appeals in regard to

conpl ex business valuations, for exanple. So I think

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N oo o B~ W N

N T N N S T N N o e =
g A W N P O © O N oo o A W N P, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 115

that answers your questi on.

Thank you. Ms. Moore, for Seat 3, the Comm ssion
received 277 ballot box surveys regarding you with 56
addi tional comments. The survey, for exanple, contain
the follow ng positive comments: Scarlet More is a
brilliant |legal scholar and her tenperament wll be
perfect for the bench. M. More has a vast range of
experience. Her skill set is unparalleled in the
famly court, Bar, and South Carolina would greatly
benefit with her on the bench. N ne of the 56
comrent s expressed concerns. Several coments
expressed concerns about the extent of your know edge
and experience handling cases beyond DSS matters.

VWhat response woul d you offer to those concerns?

| think it's just not having awareness. | estinmate
|'ve handl ed about 150 what | would consider to be
private trial famly court matters. And so, you know,
certainly, |'ve been on the ground in famly court,
practicing at the trial level. | think that's just
not being aware of ny -- the extent of ny resune.
Thank you. Three comments expressed concerns about
your |ack of connection to the 14th Crcuit. Wat
response would you offer to those concerns?

Yeah. So as | pointed out, | have a 43-year

relationship with Hlton Head Island. M aunt noved
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there in 1982 when it was a stop light and Coligny
Plaza. So |'ve been traveling down there since that
time. | was engaged on the 18th green of Harbour Town
Gol f Links, which is where -- just overlooking the
beautiful red and white |ighthouse in Hilton Head

| sl and and so, obviously, those are wonderful
menories. |'ve celebrated countless birthdays,

weddi ngs, funerals, holidays, Thanksgiving. [1'Il be

t here next week cel ebrating Thanksgiving, so |'m
certainly no stranger to the area. But perhaps nore

I nportant to the inquiry of the Comm ssion, | -- when
| was in private practice, | had a statew de practice,

and | appeared in Colleton, Hanpton, as well as

Beaufort County. | handled private divorce matters in
Beaufort County. | also represented DSS in those
three counties. 1've handl ed appellate matters for
Beaufort County. | also handled an appellate matter

for Jasper. So | certainly have practiced in that
area over the years, but | also have a great affinity
for that area. But again, that -- that having been
said, there are five counties in the 14th Crcuit and

so, you know, life circunstances are such that ny

children are now educated. | think I'mfree to nove

about the cabin, if you wll, and | would love to live

in this area and to explore this opportunity. | hope
Garber Reporting
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that answer your question.

Yes, thank you.

Ckay.

Ms. Moore, while the majority of the comments were
extrenely positive regarding your tenperanment, a few
expressed concerns about your professionalismin the
courtroom and dealings wth opposing counsel. Wat
response would you offer to those concerns?

So | hate to hear that anybody woul d have that

| mpression of me, and I know that a common response to
these types of responses is that there's no context.
You know, unfortunately, we don't have any context. |
can tell you that | have a 19-year association with
the state agency, the Department of Social Services.
After about three or four years with the agency, they
put me on the road and so I went to 37 counties, which
| think is a testanent to ny professionalism | don't
think that a state agency is going to send me to that
many counties if | don't get along with opposing
counsel, if I'mdisrespectful and if the judges, you
know, are conplaining. And so that would be ny
response. You know, | was sent into areas really
sight unseen. | would get a call and say, Can you be
in this county next Tuesday? And | just don't think,

in a state agency, | have a 19-year association with
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>

as many counties that | traveled to if | had |ack of
professionalism Now, | nmean, in fairness, | wll say
that, you know, what we do in famly court sonetines
I f very heated and it's very -- and contentious. And
so | certainly have had that -- you know, cases where,
you know, | guess, ny relationship with opposing
counsel has been better than others. So | hope that
answers your question.

Thank you.

kay.

Ms. Moore, you indicated in your PDQ that you are
named as a defendant in a matter filed in Superior
Court in Providence, Rhode Island in July of 2023, due
to your status as a beneficiary of a trust. Wuld you
pl ease explain the nature and status of this [awsuit?
Yes. So it's still pending. It's been pending for
about two-and-a-half years. |'mnaned as a
beneficiary, and it's being contested. M beneficiary
status is being contested. It's ongoing. The
plaintiff died in May of this year. Her estate has
been substituted. But again, we've had multiple
motions to dismss for the other side not answering

di scovery. But the case is ongoing.

Thank you.

You' re wel cone.
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Q

And Ms. Moore, if you were elected to the famly court

bench, how woul d you handle a potential conflict of

i nterest involving you or a nember of your famly?

Yes. So | think -- | think | would be very -- very

cautious in any regard to any conflict of interest or

any appearance of any conflict of interest. Any
concern that anyone woul d have about a conflict to ne,
|'"mgoing to treat that very carefully, not
conservatively. And likely, would probably recuse

mysel f .

Thank you.

MS. STARNES. To note for the record, the Low Country
Ctizens Conmttee found Ms. Moore to be well
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethica
fitness, professional and academ c ability,
character, reputation, experience and judicial
tenperanment and qualified in the eval uative
criteria of constitutional qualifications,
physi cal health and nental stability. The
Commttee's related conment was: Deep inpressive
famly court experience at trial and appellate
| evel s. Extrenely sharp and know edgeable. Very
good presence. Extrenely inpressive. Wuld nake
a very good famly court judge.

Now, just a few housekeeping issues.
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Thank you.

JMSC Procedural Rule 17 includes a prohibition of any
candi date fromattendi ng or watching any portion of
the |ivestreamor recordings of the public hearings of
this cycle until after all the hearings are concl uded.
Have you watched or listened to any of these hearings
before your appearance today?

No.

Has any ot her person relayed any information about any
of the proceedings before this Comm ssion to you?

No.

Ms. Moore, are you aware that as a judicial candidate,
you are bound by the Code of Judicial Conduct as found
in Rule 501 of the South Carolina Appellate Court

Rul es?

| am

Since submtting your Letter of Intent, have you
contacted any nembers of the Comm ssion about your
candi dacy?

No.

Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70 including the
limtations on contacting nmenbers of the Genera
Assenmbl y regardi ng your screening?

| amfamliar, yes.

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
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sought or received a pledge of any |egislator, either

prior to this date or pending the outcone of your

screeni ng?

| have not.

Have you asked any third parties to contact menbers of

the General Assembly on your behalf or are you aware

of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on

your behal f?

No.

Have you reviewed and do you understand the

Comm ssion's guidelines on pledging in South Carolina

Code Section 2-19-70(e)?

| have.

M5. STARNES: | would like to note, for the record,
that any concerns raised during the investigation
regarding the candidate were incorporated into ny
questioning of the candidate today. M.

Chai rman, | have no further questions.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Thank you, ma'am Do nmenbers of
t he Conm ssion have questions? M. Stegmaier?

MR STEGWAI ER: Ma' am good norning.

M5. MOORE: Good nor ni ng.

MR STEGWAI ER: So ny understanding is, right now,
your practice is headquartered in Laurens County,

correct?
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M5. MOORE: That's correct. |I'ma full-tinme public
defender. | started this job in January of 2024.
My enpl oyer graciously has agreed to let ne
finish at ny practice. | do have sone |ingering
matters. But yes, I'ma full-tinme public
def ender.

MR. STEGWAI ER: So prior to noving over to Laurens
County, your office was in Geenville?

M5. MOORE: In Geenville, yes, downtown.

MR STEGVAI ER: And you had el aborated on your
affinity for Hlton Head and --

M5. MOORE: | have.

MR STEGVAI ER: -- | appreciate that. Has there
been ever a point in time during your practice
where you've had an office in the 14th circuit?

M5. MOORE: | have not, no.

MR. STEGWAI ER And do you own any real property
currently in the 14th Crcuit?

M5. MOORE: | do not.

MR. STEGWAI ER: Have you ever owned property in the
14th Grcuit?

MS. MOORE: No.

MR, STEGWAI ER Thank you.

M5. MOORE: You' re wel cone.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: M. Protopapas.
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MR PROTOPAPAS: Wl conme and --

M5. MOORE: Thank you.

MR PROTOPAPAS. -- thank you for offering yourself --

M5. MOORE: Thank you.

MR PROTOPAPAS. ~-- for this judgeship. One of the
questions you were asked was regardi ng conpl ex
cases and conplex financial cases. And |
listened to your answer closely, but | wasn't
sure if | got confortable with this. | see
extraordi nary experience in DSS. | see
extraordi nary experience in crimnal. But
tal ki ng about the conplex financial, HIlton Head
and that area, there are going to be |ots of
di vorces that have things |ike index universal
life policies, REITs, retirenent plans, closely
hel d corporations, all of that. Have you had
experience in the valuation of those sorts of
things in conplex financial divorces?

M5. MOORE: Yeah, so as | said, | think ny

experience in those topics has been really at the
appel l ate level. For exanple, |'ve witten
appel l ate briefs and had appellate matters in
regard to very expensive or very val uable
equitable division issues. |In fact, | have a

case in the Suprene Court now where the estate is
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3

worth several mllions of dollars and al so

I mpl i cates several businesses and business

val uation issues. So as far as, you know, at the
trial level, you know, | certainly have -- [|'ve
represented very wealthy clients as |'ve
represented very poor clients. But | also
believe that |'ve addressed and studi ed and
witten about conplex issues. Has ny practice
been, you know, representing people who have

t hese types of issues? No, it has not, at the
trial |evel.

PROTOPAPAS: Have you had to handl e conpl ex

di scovery issues at the trial court level?

MOCRE: So conplex -- could you give ne an
exanpl e of what you're referring to or --
PROTOPAPAS: Sure. A subpoena goes to -- froma

spouse to spouse's accountant, that accountant,
they' re asking for the working papers, perhaps,
for a closely held LLC. The objection is |odged,
that it is work product or attorney/client

privil ege.

MOCRE: Uh- huh (affirmative).

PROTOPAPAS: Now the matter is teed up before
court on the -- where is work product begin or

end, the attorney/client privilege. Wat | nean
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Is that in the discovery world, discovery and --
di scovery and conpl ex financial cases hits on
t hose work product issues. Hits on
attorney/client privilege issues.

M5. MOORE: Uh- huh (affirmative).

MR PROTOPAPAS. Hits on what is relevant and properly

produced, what gets drug into the famly court

estate and divided into. | have limted
experience in famly court. | get brought into
the end handle the -- | used to, before | was

smart enough to realize never to go to famly
court. | used to do that sort of work and |'m
curious if you' ve been involved in that kind of
contested back and forth --

M5. MOORE: Yes.

MR. PROTOPAPAS: -- discovery that goes on?

MS. MOCRE: | sinply have not. | have not been
I nvolved in contested. | know that my coll eagues
and -- that |'ve spoken to who have been invol ved
I n those cases, | sought gui dance because | | ust

really anticipated this question. You know, it's
ny understanding that we can have multiple
parties sitting in the famly court. Like for
exanpl e, a husband and their legal team w fe and

their legal team trustee one and their |egal
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team trustee two and their legal team And so
|'ve also -- | understand that the parties can

spend perhaps a day, if not days, litigating the
I ssue in discovery issues, you know, notions to
conpel. [|'ve never been a part of any of those

types of things. But that --

PROTOPAPAS: But --

MOCRE: Yes, sir.

PROTOPAPAS: -- yeah. No, and that certainly
doesn't preclude in any way from being a judge.
The crimnal side, I know you're well versed.
But things |ike what would you do to kind of get
yoursel f ready for, let's say, a ful sone
under st andi ng of a 30(b)(6) depositions --

MOORE: Uh- huh (affirmative), uh-huh
(affirmative).

PROTOPAPAS: -- there's rules that go into a 45 --
Rul e 45 subpoena conpelling and --

MOCRE: Yes.

PROTOPAPAS: -- and so forth. Tell ne how you'd
ki nd of get yourself up to speed so you' d be
confortable in those settings?

MOCRE: Vell, all | can say is that, you know,

certainly, it would require -- anytine you don't

have any famliarity with any area of the |aw,
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you have to research it. And | think -- again,

| ' mgoing to harken back to ny appellate record.
You know, | have al nost 20 appearances at the
Court of Appeals, as well as the Suprene Court in
regard to oral argunment, which has required ne to
wite appellate briefs. And | wll tell you, one
thing I did not put inny PDQis that |'ve
witten common pleas briefs. |In fact, we had a
big wn last year in regard to the issue of
easenents, the Maybank versus Zurlo. | didn't
know anyt hi ng about easenents, but | had no
problemnot only trying at the Court of Appeals,
they decided to take it to the Suprene Court,

cert denied, affirmed. W had a great win for
our client. And so | think I've displayed in
sonme of ny appellate practice to ability to
research any issues that | may not be famliar
wth and wite -- and be successful. So | don't

know i f that answers your question.

MR. PROTOPAPAS: |t does, absolutely.

M5. MOORE: Ckay.

MR PROTOPAPAS: Thank you.

MS. MOORE: You' re wel cone.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Any ot her nenbers of the

Comm ssion? Representative Stavrinakis?
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REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Ms. Moore, wel cone.

M5. MOORE: Thank you. Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  And congratul ati ons on
your career and thank you for offering yourself
for service in the South Carolina judiciary.

M5. MOORE: Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: | appreciate the candor
wi th which you address the residency issue. You
mention some work you had done in sonme of the
areas of the 14th G rcuit previously. Wen was
t hat work?

M5. MOORE: So | think the nost recent appearance |
woul d' ve had in Beaufort County woul d' ve been in
2023.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  (Ckay. But | nean, the
lion's share of that work, you nentioned at a

previous tine in your career. SO --

MS. MOORE: Right. It was --
REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: -- if you were appearing
regularly in those courts -- have you ever

appeared regularly in those courts? And if you
did, what would be the tineframes about which

t hat woul d' ve occurred?

M5. MOORE: So it would' ve been prior to 2023. So
for years, | served as a sub attorney in DSS for
Garber Reporting
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REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Handl ed t hose where,

t hough?
M5. MOORE: So | handled -- the appellate matters?
REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Yeah.
M5. MOORE: Yeah, so it was in Beaufort County, as

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S:  So, but | mnean, you

MS. MOCRE: | was the DSS attorney. So |ike, for

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  And t hose appeal s

M5. MOORE: The Court of Appeals, right, and they

Tracey Klatt who was the DSS attorney down in
Beaufort County. So | would say probably for
about -- about a five-year period prior to 2023,
| would fill in periodically, so it was just an
as- needed basis. But | also handled a bul k of
the appellate matters that canme out of the 14th
Crcuit. So | don't know if that answer your

question. And in regards to --

well as | know |I've handl ed appellate matters in

Jasper County as well.

handl ed themin what capacity?

exanple, if there was an appeal that as filed, |
woul d be the respondent. Mbst of the tinme, for

DSS, and | don't have any recollection where |'ve

woul d' ve been heard by what court?
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were matters --

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  So in Col unbi a.

M5. MOORE: Correct, right.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Ckay.

M5. MOORE: And they were matters fromthe 14th
Crecuit.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Ckay.

M5. MOORE: But | also appeared on the trial matters
filling in when people had vacations, when there

were | apses in enploynent. Like for exanple, the
DSS attorney resigned or had a | eave of absence
or had a vacation, | would be called upon to fil
in dowm in the 14th Crcuit,

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS:  And so | want to make
sure | characterize this correctly. The work
t hat you' ve done was prior to 2023 and limted to

DSS, predomnantly limted to DSS work?

M5. MOORE: Yes. And | also have sone donestic
relations cases. | did sonme divorces, so --
REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: And when were those?

M5. MOORE: -- yes. So those would' ve been -- |
think the last one was 2023. And then the other
one was --

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Those are in the 14th
Crcuit?
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M5. MOORE: In the 14th Crcuit in Beaufort County,
yes. And the first one that | did was 2004.
That was -- in fact, that was the very -- | think

that was the very first hearing that | even had
in the State of South Carolina when | noved here
from Loui si ana.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Ri ght.

M5. MOORE: Yeah.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Absent this position, do
you have an intent to live in the 14th Crcuit or
Is it contingent on success in this election or
one of these two el ections?

M5. MOORE: Yeah, so -- so both nmy children are
col | ege educated now and so | don't -- | don't
have anyt hing hol ding ne back at this point. And
so | would very nmuch |ike to |ive somewhere on
the coast. Because ny closest friends live on
the coast. My famly lives in Hlton Head, as |
said. |'ve got other famly nenbers that |ive
there. |'mlooking at all the options. I'mat a
wonderful point in ny life where | have just
I ncredi bl e options.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: To the degree that ne or
ot her menbers of the Conmttee m ght be concerned

that the legal community in the 14th Crcuit,
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M5. MOCRE: | definitely think that's a fair concern.

because of the anmount of tine that's passed since
you did any work there, and the fact that
majority of your work has happened el sewhere in
South Carolina, hasn't maybe had a ful
opportunity to evaluate you, what it's like to
work with you to give us input on your
qualifications through the neans that are
avai l able to do that, to the degree we m ght be
concerned about that, do you think that woul d be

fair?

It was a concern that | had when | appeared in
front of the GCtizens Conmttee. But | was just
absol utely delighted wth what their, what the
response to ne was, the treatnent of ne was
fantastic. Their coments about nme are just
wonderful . That was a question that was raised
when | -- | did sit domn with the Citizens
Commttee, they raised that very issue. But that
havi ng been said, having a statew de practice, |
believe I'm-- and |'mal so very pleased with how
the ball ot box surveys went in regard to ny
peers, really, on a statewi de |evel, having faith
in me and having such kind things to say about

me. But | can certainly understand your concern.
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REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Sure. And again, |
appreci ate your candor. And pl ease don't
m sunderstand. |'mnot trying to mnimze at al

the work you've done. You've built a fantastic
prof essi onal career and you're to be commended
for that.

M5. MOORE: Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Thank you for your tine.

M5. MOORE: Thank you so nuch.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Menbers of the Conmm ssion? Excuse
me. | have a couple of questions as | try to,

you know, divine fromsoneone's PDQ the story of
what has happened in your |egal career. There's
a couple of -- I'll use the termnon sequiturs
that |1'd appreciate your help in understanding.
You graduated from LSU Law School in 2001 and

then were admtted to practice in Louisiana; is

that right?

M5. MOORE: That's correct.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: In Louisiana, is there a separate
BAR exam for in-state | aw school graduates?

M5. MOORE: For -- for a separate for in-state?

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: | roughly recall -- and this isn't

di spositive of anything, that in Louisiana,

graduates from |l aw schools in Louisiana are
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admtted to the Bar. There's not a separate Bar

exam nation, or am| wong?

M5. MOORE: There is a three-day Bar examthat |
endured, yes, sir. Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: | fondly renenber those days in
South Carolina before we'd been in --

M5, MOORE: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: The question, though, that really

stood out to ne was | noted from your work

hi story that you indicated you noved to South
Carolina in 2004 and your adm ssion to the Fifth
Crcuit Court of Appeals was in May of 2011.

What brought you to the point where you wanted to
practice in the Fifth Grcuit? Go ahead.

M5. MOORE: Yeah, so as part of ny background, | was
a CJA and appellate attorney for nmany years in
the federal system And so ny desire to becone
licensed in the Fifth Grcuit was specifically to
see if | could develop further appellate matters
in the federal system which just really never
materialized. So that was the reason why |
becanme licensed in the Fifth Grcuit.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: So when were you handling --
because | didn't see that you had done CJA work.

| may've m ssed it because there's a | ot of pages
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here. But what were you doing to represent
clients in that jurisdiction? Wen was that in

the tineline you were working with them

M5. MOORE: So | didn't represent any clients. |
believe -- and I'"'mso sorry, | didn't make a note
of it -- | think it was around 2008 or '9 that |

becane a CJA attorney and received appoi ntnents
fromFourth Grcuit. |'ve never done any kind of
like district court trial matters in the federal
system So it was about 2008 or 2009 that |
began accepting CJA appointnents in the federa
system And as you can see, | |ove appellate
wor k, absolutely love it to death. And so |

t hought, you know, well, nmaybe | et ne branch out,
because | amlicensed in Louisiana, would that
allow me the opportunity to solicit appointnents
inthe Fifth Grcuit, as well, for appellate

matters. Does that answer your question?

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thi nk so, yes.

M5. MOORE: Ckay. But it never materialized. 1've
never represented anyone in the Fifth Crcuit.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ckay.

M5. MOCRE: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: The ot her adm ssion that was

anonmal ous was the Massachusetts in 2019. Wat
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M5. MOORE: Yeah, so Massachusetts, you can waive

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ri ght.
MS. MOORE: Yeah.

was that about?

in. There is, in fact, no Bar exam for soneone
wth ny years and experience in Massachusetts.
And so | had spent a lot of tinme in the state of
Rhode |sland, as well as Massachusetts, on
personal vacations and so it seened |ike sone

| ow-hanging fruit that | could just waive in and
get licensed in Massachusetts. |n addition, one
of my very, very dear friends and forner
col | eague, she was from Massachusetts and she and
| had tal ked about maybe noving to the area at
one point and opening a practice again, which

al so never materialized. So those two things
com ng together is why | did that.

Unfortunately, the year that | applied and was

i censed in Massachusetts, they did in fact

I mpl ement an open-book Bar exam So | did not
escape the Bar examtotally, but | did pass. But
| think they gave you like five days, or
sonething like that, but it's all open book. But
| did not have to actually go and nenori ze

anyt hi ng.
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Good for you. | let Butch Bowers
talk me one tinme into waiving into the District
of Col unbia Bar and now | have to wite thema
check every year --

MS. MOCRE: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: -- because | don't have to
di scl ose that | was a fornmer nmenber of their BAR

M5. MOORE: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Never practiced | aw one day.
M5. MOORE: Exactly. Exactly, yes, sir.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. | don't have any other

guestions. Any nmenbers of the Conm ssion? So
wth that, that will bring us to the concl usion
of the screening process for this seat, Seat 3.

M5. MOORE: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: | do need to take the opportunity
to remnd you pursuant to the Comm ssion's
criteria, we take the letter, as well as the
spirit of our state's ethics |aws very seriously,
and we woul d view any violation or appearance of
I npropriety as very serious and potentially
deserving of heavy weight in our screening
del i berations. And so on that note, as you know,
the record will remain open until the fornal

rel ease of the qualifications report. And were
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M5, MOORE: Yes, | do.
CHAlI RVAN CASKEY: wonderful. That will concl ude

M5. MOORE: My pl easure. Thank you
CHAI RMAN CASKEY: And with that, we wll roll

M5. MOORE: That's correct.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Not hi ng has changed.

VWHEREUPON:

there cause, we could call you back for further
questioning if that situation or need were to

arise. Do you understand all that?

this service. Thank you for offering. Excuse
me, this will conclude this screening. Thank you
for offering for service to the State of South

Carolina.

I mredi ately into the separate screening for the
ot her seat for which you have applied, Seat 4 of
14th Judicial Crcuit Famly Court, and you are

still Scarlet B. More; is that correct?

Additionally, I would note that John T. Lay is a
conm ssioner who is not participating in this
screening either for this seat. | probably
shoul d put you under oath again for this separate
screening. So if you would, please, raise your

ri ght hand.

SCARLET B. MOORE, being duly sworn and
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cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and

not hing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. You have already seen

t he Personal Data Questionnaire and the Sworn
Statenent that you acknow edged and consented to
enter into the record for Seat 3. Do you so
consent for having all those docunents al so be

i ncl uded for Seat 47?

M5. MOORE: | do.

(EXH BIT NO 15 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (18 pages)
PDQ - Scarlet B. Moore)

(EXH BIT NO. 16 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (9 pages)
Sworn Statement - Scarlet B,
Moor e)

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. The sane notice that |

provided mnutes ago with respect to the process
which we had -- with which we had engaged to

eval uate your candidacy still applies. And

rat her than, again, spend our tine on going over
the sane materials, do you consent to including
in the record for your screening for Seat 4 al

of the discussions and all the docunents as wel |,

fromSeat 3 to apply to Seat 47
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M5. MOORE: | do.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: |'d recogni ze Representative
Stavrinakis.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Thank you, M. Chairman.
M. Chairman, | would nove with candidate's
consent that we get the conplete record for her
screening on Seat 3 and apply it to her
application for Seat 4, and include in that all
of the required | egal adnonitions and notices
required by | aw.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: That notion having been seconded
by senator Rankin is now before the Comm ssion.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

MEMBERS:  Aye.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Al'l opposed, nay? The ayes have
it. And it's so ordered. | don't want to deny
you the opportunity, though, as to Seat 4. |Is
there anything you' d like to say? W'd be happy

to hear from you.

M5. MOORE: | don't have any further -- anything to
say further, but | appreciate the opportunity.
Thank you.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Yes, ma'am thank you very nuch.

M5. MOORE: Thank you.

CHAlI RVAN CASKEY: So that will conclude this
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screening process for this seat as well. And the

sanme scary warning with respect to abiding by our

state ethics laws still applies --

MS. MOORE: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: -- for this seat as well. Do you
understand all that?

M5. MOCRE: Yes, sir, | do. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. Thank you very nuch.
Thank you for applying. Thank you for being here
t oday.

M5. MOORE: Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN CASKEY: Appreci ate you offering your
service. | wish you all the best as you travel

honme safely.

M5. MOORE: Thank you, ny pleasure. Thank you very
much.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. The notion before the
Comm ssion now is limted to executive session
for a legal briefing, that notion being made by
Senat or Rankin and seconded by Representative
Jordan, before the body. Al in favor, signify
by sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS:  Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All opposed? Nay. The ayes have it,

and we wll nove into executive session for a
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| egal briefing.
(Of the record)
Executive Session was held from1:01 - 2:12 pm

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. Good afternoon, |adies
and gentlemen. We will resune with screening
hearings today wth the Judicial Merit Selection
Comm ssion. W are com ng now out of executive
session in which we receive a legal briefing.
For the record, while we're in executive session,
no decisions were made and no -- let me back up
and say, because it's not clear what was just
reported or not, but we are now going to resune
with the agenda for today. W have cone out of
executive session now. For the record, after
having received that legal briefing in executive
session, no decisions were made and no votes were
taken. The pending matter on the agenda for us
Is the election of or determ nation of
qualification of the candidates that were
screened today. And we will proceed to a vote on
that question. The first candidate is a
candidate for a retired Circuit Court -- active
retired circuit court seat, the Honorable Thomas
L. Hughston, Jr. The question being

qualification of Judge Hughston. Al in favor of
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finding qualification signified by raising your
hand and sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al'l opposed? Nay. Unaninously
Judge Hughston is found -- Representative Jordan
has indicated that he is exercising the proxy of
Senat or Rankin, voting in favor of Judge Hughston
and thus not affecting the result. But stil
unani nous. 12 to O vote in favor of
qual i fication of Judge Hughston. Mbving down to
the next race in the Famly Court, 11th Judi ci al
Circuit, Seat 4. The first candidate is El nora
Jones Dean. Question being qualification of M.
Dean. All in favor is indicate by raising your
hand and sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al opposed? Nay. The ayes have
it.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Once agai n voting Senat or
Ranki n"s proxy and al so on behal f of Senator
Ranki n.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: That being all 12 votes in favor of
qualification. M. Dean is found qualified. The
next candidate is Rebecca West. Question being

qualification of Ms. West. Al in favor of
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qualification signify by raising your hand and
sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al'l opposed Nay.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Al so agai n, Senator Rankin
vot es aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al'l votes being unaninously in
favor of qualification, Ms. West is found to be
qualified. The next race is in the Famly Court,
14th Judicial Crcuit, Seat 3. The first
candi date is the Honorable Larry W Widner 11
Al in favor of qualification of Judge W dener,
I ndi cate by raising your hand and sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS:  Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al'l opposed? Nay. Representative

Jor dan.
REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Senat or Rankin votes aye.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al votes being unaninous in favor

of qualification. Then 12 to 0. Judge Wi dner

Is found qualified. The next candidate in Famly

Court, 14th Judicial Crcuit, Seat 3 is Scarl et

B. Moore. The question being qualification of

Ms. Moore. Al in favor of qualification,

signify by raising your hand and sayi ng aye.
MEMBERS: Aye.
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Sorry. So we can get a count.
Representative Jordan indicating that he has
exerci sed Senator Rankin's proxy in favor of
qualification. That is eight votes for
qualification. Those opposed to qualification -
- a finding of qualification, indicate by raising
your hand and saying no at this tine.

MEMBERS:  No.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Three votes agai nst
qualification. And I will note again for the
record that Conm ssioner John T. Lay has not
participated in this election for the Famly
Court, 14th Judicial Crcuit, Seat 3 or 4. Al
right, so Ms. More is found qualified. So,
Senat or Canpsen, did you show sonet hi ng?

SENATOR CAMPSEN:  Yes, |'d like to express why | voted
not qualified for Scarlet B. More, and that is
because of | ack of a nexus and presence in the
circuit. She owned no property in the circuit,
had never owned property in the Crcuit, never
lived in the Crcuit. She lives in Geenville,
according to the docunents that she provided to
this body. And so | think there's |ack of
sufficient connection to the circuit for her to

be an effective circuit court judge in that
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Check. Al right, thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Thank you, M. Chairman. M.

circuit in Beaufort county for Famly Court

Thank you, sir. Representative Jordan.

Chairman, 1'd also like to, for the record to be
noted in that | have voted for qualification of

t he candi date. However, | want the record to
reflect a couple things. Nunber one, that while
it's a technical qualification that | vote for, |
am deeply troubled by the concept of both an

I ndi vidual running for a seat to which there is,

as Senator Canpsen said, a |lack of connection in

any way, shape or form Essentially, |I'm
particularly troubled, as | | ook back to Section
5 on reputation. It talks about, again, in this

situation, not a bad reputation, but what | see
Is a lack of reputation. Specifically, it gives
me concern when it tal ks about soliciting the
Comm ssion, soliciting information from nmenbers,
bar, clerks of court and other individuals as to
the candidate. And that's been done here. W
see in the candidate's information. Again, we've
solicited information fromthe bar, et cetera,

but not the bar of that particular area. And

while that's not specifically denoted, it does
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trouble me. And so to that extent, while | think
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the technical letter of the | aw has been net, and

that's why | vote for qualification, this is
sonething | think needs to be | ooked at,
statutory instruction of what we do. And it
gives me heartburn to say the very, very |east.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: And so, as | understand your
notion, is that those sentinents and those
expressed by Senator from Charl eston be

menorialized in our final report on

qualifications of this candidate. 1s that right?
REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: That's correct. | think that's

the only nmechanismin our possession to fully
express to the General assenbly the concerns
here.

SENATOR CAMPSEN: M. Chairman. One other point |'d
like to make is that there were no letters of
reference fromwithin the circuit as well,
because there's no real connection to the
circuit.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: And so, having interrupted your
notion, M. Jordan, | understand your notion
then, to also incorporate the comments that the
senator from Charleston just nade.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN. That's correct.
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. Representative
Stavrinaki s having seconded that notion, that
question, adoption of those sentinents in our
final report is the question before the body.

All in favor of, Signify by saying aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al'l opposed? Ayes have it. It is
so ordered. Al right, turning now to the next
el ection or determ nation of qualification. The
Fam ly Court, 14th Judicial Crcuit, Seat 4. The
first candidate is Catherine Webb. The question
being qualification. Al those in favor of
finding the qualification, indicate by raising
your hand and sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al'l opposed? Nay. Representative
Jor dan.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: M. Chai rman, Senator Rankin
votes aye as to Catherine Wbb.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Senator Rankin's vote having been
cast as well for qualification by vote 11 to O.
That is a finding of qualification for Catherine
Webb. Again, I'll just note that Conm ssioner
John T. Lay has not participated in this

el ection or determ nation of qualification.
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Excuse ne. The last candidate is again for the
Famly Court, 14th Judicial Crcuit, Seat 4.
Scarlet B. Mbore. M. More being the sane
person who is a candidate for Seat 3 that we just
di scussed. The question is qualification of M.
Moore for Seat 4. Al in favor of a finding of
qualification signified by raising your hand and
sayi ng aye.

VEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al'l opposed? Nay. Representative

Jordan indicates that Senator Rankin's vote is
cast by proxy in favor of qualification. And
again, the vote in this seat for qualification
for Ms. Mbore is a vote of 8 to 3 in favor of

qual i ficati on.

REPRESENTATI VE STARI NAKIS: M. Chairman, nove to

i ncl ude the same concern on the commttee as was
indicated in Seat 3 with regard to this

candidate. Also in the record for Seat 4.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Representative Stavrinakis has

noved that we incorporate all of the |anguage
whi ch we just incorporated into the final report
for Ms. Mbore with respect to her candidacy in
Seat 3, that it also be reflected in the final

report for Ms. Moore as to Seat 4, if | have all
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of that right. That notion being before the
body, seconded by Ms. Craig. Al in favor,
Signify by saying aye.

MEMBERS:  Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al'l opposed? Nay. The ayes have
it. And that as well, is so ordered. That
brings us to the conclusion of our agenda for
this cycle's Judicial Merit Selection Conm ssion
hearing. | want to take a nonent to extend ny
thanks to all of the candi dates on behalf of the
Comm ssion, all the candi dates who offered for
judicial service. (Qbviously, our systemcould
not work w thout their dedication to public
service. And we're grateful for all of that.
|'d also like just to take a mnute to thank each
of you on the comm ssion for your hard work, the
time you' ve taken away from your practices, your
busi nesses and your famlies to be here to do
this work. It is oftentines thankless work. So
| want to nmake sure to at |east be one voice to
say thank you. | know that you don't have to be
here. You choose to be here. You sacrificed to
doit, and I'mgrateful for it all. | think
you've neaningfully participated in a way that |

hope sets up the state for better success. More
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success, | should say. And | also want to thank
our staff who've done all the work. W' ve heard
time and tinme again from candi dates, the great
wor k that they see done by our staff counsel.

Ms. Erin Crawford, Lindi Putnam and all the
other |ladies who | don't have ny glasses onto
see, as well as M. Austin, M. H nson, M.
Crater, M. Urstead over there, Ms. Starnes, M.
Cole. Yeah. Anybody else | can see over there.
Al right. 1'"mgoing to mss sonebody. If | did,
Ms. Hall, Ms. Trask, Ms. Starnes, M. Adler, M.
Baker, Rico, Ms. Kathryn, Senate security. And I
t hank you all because it nmeans sonet hi ng and not
just that you're here. | wanted to just say all
the things that we don't necessarily recognize
that don't just happen. Like that's you guys who
are maki ng sure the conputers are set up, the
files are organi zed, that the things are cl eaned
up and tidied up, that the food is set up and
taken down, that the candidate |ogistics are
done, the copies of all the docunents, the crazy
fires that get lit, counting votes, taking notes,
all that. And then also for the work to cone.

Ri ght, because this is not the end of the

process. | just want to thank you all for that.
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It's been a privilege to be here with you all and
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so thank you. |It's ny best version of trying to
say nice things.
SENATOR CAMPSEN: |'d like to say that you did a
wonder ful j ob.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Oh, let's put that on the record.
SENATOR CAMPSEN: W'l strike that fromthe record.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al'l right. Thank you.
SENATOR CAMPSEN: Seriously, you did a wonderful job.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you. Wth that, no further
busi ness bei ng before the Conm ssion, we wl|
stand adj ourned. Thank you.
(There being no further questions, the hearings

concl uded at 2:25 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

|, KATHRYN BOSTROM COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C
N AND FOR THE STATE OF SOUTH CARCLI NA AT LARGE, HEREBY
CERTI FY THAT | REPORTED THE HEARI NGS ON THURSDAY, THE 20TH
DAY OF NOVEMBER 2025, THAT THE W TNESS WAS FI RST DULY SWORN
BY ME AND THAT THE FOREGO NG 152 PAGES CONSTI TUTE A TRUE
AND CORRECT TRANSCRI PTI ON OF MY STENOVASK REPORT OF SAID
DEPGSI T1 ON.

| FURTHER CERTI FY THAT | AM NElI THER ATTORNEY NOR
COUNSEL FOR, NOR RELATED TO OR EMPLOYED BY ANY OF THE
PARTI ES CONNECTED WTH THI' S ACTI ON, NOR AM | FI NANCI ALLY
| NTERESTED I N SAI D CAUSE.

| FURTHER CERTI FY THAT THE ORI G NAL OF SAI D TRANSCRI PT
WAS THEREAFTER SEALED BY ME AND DELI VERED TO ERIN CRAWFORD,
CGRESSETTE BU LDI NG 1101 PENDLETON STREET, COLUMBI A, SQUTH
CARCLI NA, WHO WLL RETAIN THI S SEALED ORI G NAL TRANSCRI PT
AND SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR FI LI NG SAME W TH THE COURT
PRIOR TO TRIAL OR ANY HEARING WHI CH M GHT RESULT IN A FI NAL
CRDER ON ANY | SSUE.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF, | HAVE SET MY HAND AND SEAL THI S

5t h DAY OF JANUARY "%02 .
&%%Wﬂm

KATHRYN B. BOSTROM COURT REPORTER
MY COW SSI ON EXPI RES AUGUST 23, 2032
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